DAILY REPORT 


Asia & Pacific 


Vol IV No 062 1 April 1987 


JAPAN 


Business Executive Wakaoji Released by Captors 
Minister Announces Release 
Nakasone Thanks Philippines 
No Mitsui Comment 
Lift of Ban on Aid Expected 
Nakasone Moves To Solve Trade Dispute With U.S. 
Envoy to U.S. Appointed 
U.S. Cooperation on New Fighter Planes Sought 
Ethiopian Envoy to Japan Granted U.S. Asylum 


qaaaaanaaaan 
rUwfFwwe eee 


NORTH KOREA 
DPRK To Convene 2d Session of 8th SPA 21 April Dl 
KCNA Reports 1 April SR-71 Overflight Di 
NODONG SINMUN Commentary on Yi Kun-mo's Letter [1 Apr] Dil 
Paper's Special Article Terms South U.S. ‘Base’ D 3 
(NODONG SINMUN 28 Mar! 
Daily Denounces 8th Army's Independent Command D 8 
SOUTH KOREA 
Chon Tu-hwan Urges Frontline Preparedness E 1 
No Tae-u Speaks on Peaceful Power Transfer —E l 
(THE KOREA HERALD 1 Apr] 
DJP To Conduct Post Reshuffle Mid-April E 2 


(THE KOREA TIMES 1 Apr] 
Yi Min-u, Two Kims Meet To Stop Party Discord —E 3 
Party Discipline Addressed [THE KOREA HERALD 1 Apr] E 4 
Factions Strengthen Offensive Against Two Kims E 
(THE KOREA HERALD 1 Apr] 
Kim Tae-chung Amnesty ‘Impossible at Present’ E 6 
(THE KOREA TIMES 28 Mar] 


THAILAND 
Army To Buy Hardware From PRC ‘Next Month’ J ol 
(ZHONG HUA RIBAO 28 Mar] 
Economic Ministers Meet on PRC Trade, Drought Jol 
Government Relaxes Foreign Business Regulations J 2 
(BANGKOK POST 26 Mar] 
Poll Suggests Decline in Prem's Popularity J 3 
[BANGKOK POST 31 Mar] 
Rice Policy Committee Satisfied With Results J 4&4 
CPM Leader Gives Reasons for Defection J 4 


(SANGKOK POST 1 Apr] 


IV. 1 Apr 87 2 ASIA & PACIFIC 


VIETNAM 


NHAN DAN Hails Warsaw Pact Meeting Communique 
AFP Interviews SRV's Nguyen Co Thach on PRC, PRK 
More Nguyen Co Thach Interview [AFP] 

Thailand's ‘Hostile Actions’ Against PRK Viewed 

VNA Statement Rejects Thai Army Shelling Claim 

Thai Offshore Mining Agreement With DK Denounced 

NHAN DAN Criticizes Thai ‘'Ultrarightist Circles’ [28 Mar] 

CEMA To Aid SRV Industrial Development 

Soviet-Vietnamese Friendship Club Opens in Moscow 

Le Duan's ‘Letters to the South’ Published 

Nguyen Huu Tho Receives PRK Delegation 

UN Secretary General's Representative Visits 

Communique of Second Electoral Council Session 

Improper Selection of Precinct Candidates Reported 

More National Assembly Candidates Announced 

Party Secretariat Directive on Peasants Congress 

VNA Cites NHAN DAN Editorial on Youth Work 

More Laborers Sent To Build New Economic Zones 
(QUAN DOI NHAN DAN 15 Mar) 


FRR RRRRRRRRRARRRRRZHR 
- 
-OoOvweo@nanwsOoeuwuyv & & wn ee 


er 
re 


Briefs: GDR Radio Delegation Visits K 12 
PHILIPPINES 
Kidnappers Release Japanese Businessman Wakao ji P ol 
Report on Release [AFP] P il 
Sources S:ate Ransom Paid [KYODO] P 2 
Ransom Denied by Government (KYODO) P 3 
Military Launches Massive Assaults in Luzon P 4 
More on Military Offensive [KYODO] P 4 
Military Says CPP on ‘Verge of Total Disarray’ P 5 
(BUSINESS DAY 31 Mar] 
Paramilitary Units To Guard Metro Manila Election P 7 
(BUSINESS DAY 27 Mar} 
Aquino Does Not Support Armed Vigilante Groups [AFP] P 8 
Enrile Apologizes for Role in Marcos Ouster P 9 


(THE MANILA CHRONICLE 29 Mar) 
Apology May Affect Senate Bid P 10 


IV. 1 Apr 87 JAPAN Cl 


W. ED BY CAPTOR 


Minister Announces Release 
O0WO10145 Tokyo KYODO in English 0122 GMT 1 Apr 87 


{Text} Tokyo, April 1 KYODO -- Japanese Foreign Minister Tadashi Kuranari Wednesday 
announced that kidnapped Japanese business executive Nobuyuki Wakaoji has been released 
and is now in a Manila hospital. 


Kuranari, quoting «upanese Embassy officials in Manila, said Wakaoji, 53, had 
apparently lost significant body weight during his four and a half months of captivity, 
but was reported to be in good health. 


The foreign minister also said Wakaoji was presently undergoing a physical check in a 
Manila hospital and there were no irregularities, adding that the kidnappers had not 
severed Wakaoji's finger as earlier reported. 


A ministry spokesman, briefing the press on the details of Wakaoji's release following 
Kuranari's statement, said that Wakaoji had been set free at about 8:20 p.m. Tuesday 
and ordered by his captors to wait two hours inside a Manila church. 


Wakaoji, however, reportedly left the church as soon as it was evident the way was 
clear and boarded a nearby jeepney and then a taxi to make his way to the Manila Garden 
Hotel. According to the spokesman, Wakaoji had been supplied with a small amount of 
pocket money by his kidnappers. 


After reaching the downtown hotel, the businessman ccontacted the Mitsui branch office 
and was picked up and taken to the home of a company employee. 


Nakasone Thanks Philippines 
QWO1L01LS3 Tokyo KYODO in English 0140 GMT 1 Apr 87 


[Text] Tokyo, April 1 KYODO —- Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone said Wednesday he was 
very pleased to hear that kidnapped Japanese businessman Nobuyuki Wakaoji, head of the 
Manila branch of Mitsui and Co., has been freed. 


Nakasone told reporters at his official residence his gratitude goes to President 
Corazon Aquino and other Philippine government officials for safely bringing back 
Wakaoji, 53, who was kidnapped south of Manila November 15. Japan and the Philippines 
will sincerely try to further promote (their) friendly cooperation hereafter, Nakasone 
added. 

No Mitsui Comment 


9WO10347 Tokyo KYODO in English 0334 GMT 1 Apr 87 


[Text] Tokyo, April 1. KYODO -- In a separate press conference, Koichiro Ejiri, 
president of the major Japanese trading firm Mitsui and Co. which Wakaoji represented 
in Manila, said his company has attempted to gain the release of the victim since he 
was kidnapped at gunpoint on his way home on November i5. 
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Although he said his company has focused on the release of Wakaoji rather than the 
capture of the kidnappers, he would not confirm whether his firm had paid a ransom to 
the kidnappers who reportedly demanded 5 million dollars for the return of the captive. 


"It would serve no purpose to announce whether (Mitsui) had paid a ransom and, 
moreover, it would only invite future negative results in the future,” Ejiri said. 


Meanwhile in Manila, Philippine Press Secretary Teodoro Benigno announced Wakaoji had 
been released blindfolded at around 8:00 p.m. Tuesday in front of a Quezon City church 
in the suburbs of Manila and that police were seeking seven to 12 members of a group 
calling itself the “real kidnappers." 


The Japanese businessman, whose disappearance has strained Tokyo-Manila relations, was 
told to wait two hours. But he made his way to a jeepney left by the kidnappers and 
drove until he located a taxi which he then instructed tc take him to the Manila Garden 
Hotel. 


Benigno said although the businessman was never tortured, he had been kept handcuffed 
during his period of captivity. 


The Japanese Embassy officials in Manila, who met Wakaoji Tuesday night before he 
entered the hospital, said the kidnappers had confined their captive to one location, 
without any contact with the outside by radio or newspapers. 


The incident occurred last November 15 when Wakaoji was seized at gunpoint from his car 
some 50 kilometers south of Manila on his way home from a golf game with 12 company 
colleagues. 


On three occasions between December and February, kidnappers dispatched tape recordings 
of their victim's appeal for help to news organizations in Manila and Tokyo. 


Although Philippine military officials announced January 23 they organized an operation 
to free the Japanese captive, the plan collapsed. Two days later, Roman Catholic 
Cardinal Jaime sin made an appeal to the kidnappers to release Wakaoji. 


The first concrete indication of Wakaoji's release came when Cardinal Sin announced 
March 13 that the captive was alive and close to freedom. 


Mitsui President Ejiri disclosed Wednesday that he was in Manila between March 8 and 10 
to seek Wakaoji's release. 


Commenting on Wakaoji's release, Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone said he was pleased 
and commended the government of Philippine President Corazon Aquino for its efforts in 
solving the case. 


The Japanese Government has reportedly held back aid funds to Manila and discouraged 
Japanese tourism to the Philippines as a result of the incident. 


According to reports in Manila, there is a possibility that the Philippine Government 
itself may have in some way organized a deal with the gang members for the return of 
Wakaoji in order to rebuild bilateral relations. 
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Lift of Ban on Aid Expected 
0WO10733 Tokyo KYODO in English 0722 GMT 1 Apr 87 


(Text] Tokyo, April 1 KYODO -— The release of abducted Japanese businessman Nobuyuki 
Wakaoji in Manila Tuesday night is expected to end months of strained relations between 
Japan and the Philippines, with a Japanese economic fact-finding mission due to leave 
for the Philippines in the near future. 


Japanese officials have denied charges that Tokyo applied pressure on Manila to solve 
the Wakaoji case that it dragged its feet on the issue of foreign aid to the 
Philippines. 


But the Philippines has yet to receive the 33 billion yen in commodity loans and 40.4 
billion yen loan toward the construction cost of a power generator it was promised by 
Japan, its second largest trading partner and source of aid after the United States. 


Also at stake is the 14th economic aid package. Although Prime Minister Yasuhiro 
Nakasone promised to conclude the agreement with Manila when Philippine President 
Corazon Aquino visited Tokyo last fall, final negotiations have been stalled on Japan's 
side, according to government sources. 


While it is not evident what role the Philippine Government played in bringing about 
Wakaoji's release, Foreign Ministry officials are regarding it as an instrumental one. 


In a press conference Wednesday, Foreign Minister Tadashi Kuranari said Wakaojii's 
release would serve to strengthen bilateral ties, an indication that Tokyo is ready to 
resume normal links with Manila. 


Commenting on the case, Nakasone commended the Philippine Government for its role in 
bringing about the safe return of Wakaoji. 


Meanwhile in Manila, Philippine Finance Minister Jaime Ongpin went further in stating 
that with Wakaoji's return he hoped Japanese aid and private sector investment would 
soon be resumed. 


Philippine Presidential Spokesman Teodoro Benigno said he hopes that following 
Wakaoji's raturn relations between Japan and the Philippines would improve. 


But in an address Wednesday, Koichiro Ejiri, president of the Mitsui and Co. trading 
firm Wakaoji represented in Manila, said the incident shows Japanese companies must 
take into consideration the safety of their employees sent abroad. 


Although he did not comment on future investment in the 2hilippines, his statement 
indicates the Japanese business community is still jittery over investment § in 
politically unstable regions. 


NAKASONE MOVES TO SOLVE TRADE DISPUTE WITH U.S. 


0W311231 Tokyo KYODO in English 1207 GMT 31 Mar 87 


(Text] Tokyo, March 31 KYODO -- In a move to halt the escalation of trade disputes 
with the United States, Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone has instructed his top aides 
to consider accepting in principle key U.S. demands for easier access to Japanese 
markets, including the purchase of supercomputers, political sources said Tuesday. 
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Nakasone is also considering allowing U.S. firms to participate in the 
@ultibilliorn-dollar Kansai International Airport project and a planned new 
international telecommunications firm as well as to supply of jointly develop 
technology for Japan's new fighter planes, the sources said. 


These measures will be included in an economic package the government plans to work out 
in time for Nakasone's visit to Washington in late April, they said. 


The package is aimed at revitalizing the flagging domestic economy and easing trade 
friction with the U.S. 


As pump—priming measures, the package will feature increased public works spending 
through additional government bond offerings and the implementation of tax cuts earlier 
than scheduled, the sources said. 


Contending that stimulation of domestic demand represents the only hope of solving the 
U.S.-Japan trade imbalance, Nakasone is considering issuing construction-financing 
bonds in the fiscal 1987 budget to spur government spending on public works, the 
sources said. 


The prime minister believes that in addition to the introduction of a large-scale 
supplementary budget this fall, the government should consider the implementation of 
proposed income and corporate tax cuts earlier than planned by issuing short-term 
government bonds. 


Following a cabinet meeting, Nakasone asked Deputy Prime Minister Shin Kanemaru to urge 
all government ministries and agencies to cooperate in adjusting to his proposals. 


If Nakasone's proposals are realized, the government will be forced to consider changes 
in its publicized fiscal reconstruction program, which includes a commitment to 
eliminate its financial dependence on deficit-covering government bonds by fiscal 
1990. However, Nakasone believes that while "preserving the fundamentals” of the 
fiscal reform plan, the government can and will "respond flexibly” to pressing economic 
problems by carrying out necessary policy adjustments, the sources said. 


Nakasone said he hopes that by the time he visits the U.S. next month, he will be able 
to point out to U.S. government leaders some positive result of Japan's domestic policy 
adjustments, and mend deteriorating bilateral trade relations. 


Envoy to U.S Appointed 
OQWO10915 Tokyo KYODO in English 0910 GMT 1 Apr 87 


(Text] Tokyo, April 1 KYODO — Shintaro Abe, chairman of the Executive Council of the 
ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP), said Wednesday he has accepted a request from 
Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone to visit the United States in order to calm U.S. 
leaders’ ire over trade disputes before Nakasone's scheduled visit there later this 
month. 


Abe told the press after meeting Nakasone at the prime minister's official residence 
that the date of his U.S. visit will be finalized after consultation with LDP Secretary 
General Noboru Takeshita. 


Tempers in the U.S. Congress have flared recently following allegations that Japan has 
violated a bilateral agreement on semiconductor trade, and by what U.S. leaders see as 
the failure of the Japanese Government to open Japanese markets to foreign competitors. 
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Foreign Minister Tadashi Kuranari was expected to pave the way for Nakasone's U.S. 
visit by flying to the U.S. in mid-March, but stayed home due to the Diet impasse 
between the LDP and opposition parties over budget proceedings. 


Abe said Nakasone had decided to send a special envoy to the U.S. before his own visit 
in order to seek a quick solution to current trade disagreements. 


During his tenure as foreign minister, Abe established a degree of familiarity with a 
number of U.S. leaders, including Secretary of State George Shultz. 


U.S. COOPERATION ON NEW FIGHTER PLANES SOUGHT 
0W310457 Tokyo KYODO in English 0437 GMT 31 Mar 87 


(Text] Tokyo, March 31 KYODO -- Defense Agency Director General Yuko Kurihara indicated 
Tuesday that Japan wants to build its next generation of fighter planes in cooperation 
with the United States. 


He told a regular news conference Tuesday morning that an important criteria in 
developing the new fighter is “interoperability” in Japanese and U.S. military 


equipment. 


Kurihara is the first Japanese cabinet minister to publicly acknowledge that Japan is 
planning to build the aircraft together with the U.S. 


The Air Self-Defense Force [ASDF] also favors the joint development idea but has 
insisted Japan should take the controlling position in the proposed Japan-U.S. project. 


Kurihara said there is a difference of opinion between defense authorities in Japan and 
the United States over the ASDF view that Japan should take the lead in the fighter 
plane project. 


"We will adopt whatever is objectively superior purely from a defense point of point," 
Kurihara said. “We will not bow to pressure from the defense industry either at home 
or abroad." 


Kurihara's remarks were apparently aimed at clarifying the government's thinking that 
the joinc development project is a “purely military necessity,” defense experts said. 


The Defense Agency is concerned that unless the government spells out its position over 
the fighter project, it may turn into a political issue between Japan and the United 
States in view of worsening bilateral trade disputes, they said. 


Nobuo Matsunaga, the Japanese ambassador to Washington, was quoted as telling Foreign 
Minister Tadashi Kur. ari in a meeting in Tokyo Monday that Japan could use the fighter 
project as a means to cool down Japanese-U.S. trade friction. 


Commenting on Matsunaga's remarks, Kurihara said be believed the ambassador raised the 
issue in response to the prevailing mood within the U.S. Congress in seeking to Link 
trade friction with the fighter project. He also said he will be meeting with 
Matsunaga on Saturday to find out more about the prevailing thinking in Washington on 
the aircraft project. 
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ETHIOPIAN ENVOY TO JAPAN GRANTED U.S. ASYLUM 


0W270725 Tokyo KYODO in English 0713 GMT 27 Mar 87 


[Text] Tokyo, March 27 KYODO -- Ethiopian Ambassador to Japan Abebe Kebede told 
reporters Friday he has resigned from his post and obtained asylum in the United States 
because his governnent has “turned Ethiopia into a tool for Soviet expansionist aims." 


Abebe said he could not continue to serve his government "in good conscience” because 
it has "made the strengthening of the dictatorship of the party as its single most 
important mission, while ignoring the realities that Ethiopia today has become a great 
poor house, desolate and unfed." 


"The Soviet Union is in Ethiopia... for their own political gain. If it's not for 
that, while I wouldn't know for what other reasons because Ethiopia is poor and 
destitute,” he said at the Foreign Correspondents' Club of Japan. 


Abebe, who disappeared from his official residence two weeks ago, said he will leave 
Japan for the United States, where he has been granted political asylum, Friday or 
Saturday. 


He said he has been under the protection of the Japanese Government and "in the care 
of" the U.S. Government, and his life "could be endangered" as long as he speaks out. 


But he added, "that wouldn't really stop me from speaking what I feel because I have a 
responsibility to be honest to myself first, and a responsibility to my people, and my 
own conscience." 


Asked his view of the stability of the Ethiopian Government he said, "silence doesn't 
mean calm. But certainly the Mengistu regime will be there as long as it has the 
Soviet Union's support.” 


Mengistu Haile Mariam is chairman of Ethiopia's Provisional Military Administrative 
Council. 


Abebe said he did not have plans following his arrival in the United States. He said 
he did not know yet if he would cooperate with Ethiopian opoosition groups in the U.S., 
but that he would "join those democratic forces that are for liberty, individual 
happiness, for the prosperity and the unity of Ethiopia." 


Prior to his posting as ambassador to Japan in July 1985, Abebe had served as Minister 
of Domestic Trade and worked at Ethiopia's Economic agency. 
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DPRK TO CONVENE 2D SESSION OF 8TH SPA 21 APR 

SKO10507 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0437 GMT 1 Apr 87 

[Text] Pyongyang April 1 (KCNA) -- The Second Session of the Eighth Supreme People's 
Assembly of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea will be held in Pyongyang on 
April 21, 1987. according to a decision of the Standing Committee of the SPA dated 


KCNA REPORTS 1 APRIL SR-71 INFILTRATION 


SKO11038 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1030 GMT 2 Apr 87 


(Text] Pyongyang April 1 (KCNA) -- The U.S. imperialist aggressors infiltrated the 
high-speed, high-altitude reconnaisance plane "SR-71"" deep into the sky above the 
territorial waters east of Kosong of our country at around 10:56 on April 1 and 
committed espionage against the northern half of the DPRK. 


Such aerial espionage was perpetrated by the U.S. imperialists ten times in March alone. 
The U.S. imperialist aggressors are constantly committing aerial espionage against the 
northern half of the country, while frantically staging the aggressive "Team Spirit-87" 


joint military exercises on a full-scale. 


This fully shows that they are bringing the situation on the Korean peninsula to an 
extremely dangerous brink of war. 


If the United States is concerned for easing the tension on the Korean peninsula, it 
should show this with actual deeds. 


NODONG SINMUN COMMENTARY ON YI KUN-MO'S LETTER 


SKO10338 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 2150 GMT 31 Mar 87 


([NODONG SINMUN 1 April commentary: "The Proposal Embodying National Magnanimity and a 
Patriotic and Nation-Loving Spirit") 


[Text] On 30 March, the premier of the DPRK State Administration Council sent a letter 
to the South Korean prime minister. In the letter, we set forth a new flexiole and 
magnanimous proposal to hold ministerial-level preliminary talks for North-South prime 
ministerial talks at the Tongilkak, a buidling on our side in Panmunjom, on 23 April, 
considering that holding prime ministerial talks is all right in connection with the 
fact that in its reply to our third letter the South Korean side showed an interest in 
alleviating the tension prevailing in the country and answered us with holding prime 
ministerial talks. This proposal of ours is an epochal one designed to ease the acute 
strained situation between the North and. South at any cost, to achieve national 
reconciliation and unity, and to provide a new opportunity for peace and peaceful 
reunification. This proposal embodies the peace-loving stance and warm, patriotic and 
nation-loving spirit of our party and the govenrment of the republic to save the 
country and nation in jeopardy, by giving top priority to resolving the problem of 
easing tension and of guaranteeing peace -- a problem concerning the destiny of the 
mation -- without a selfish motive. 
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This time our side paid heed to the fact that in its reply letter dated 17 March, the 
South showed interest in alleviating the strained situation prevailing in the country. 
Easing the strained situation between the North and South is an acute issue to which 
the two sides of the North and South should give top priority and which they should 
solve together. 


Today the state of distrust and confrontation between the North and South is being 
aggravated with each passing day, and a dangerous situation ‘n which total war may 
break our at any moment as a result of a slight accidental incident prevails on the 
Korean peninsula. If our nation continues to go toward the road in which fellow 
countrymen are standing in confrontation with each other, leveling guns at each other 
as now, it will inevitably fall onto an ominous path. Should a war break out in our 
country, it could easly spread into a thermonuclear war and as such, our territory and 
nation will be the first to suffer irretrievable calamaties. We must avert this 
unfortunate situation, which is neither beneficial to North or South, beforehand, at 
any cost and hold talks designed to ease tension to this end. 


Today tension grows higher in our country. This is connected with the fact that 
North-South political and military confrontation becomes more acute with each passing 
day. 


We have already proposed holding high-level political and military talks, in which 
those with substantial political and military power in the North and South participate, 
and discussing the problem of alleviating the state of political confrontation and 
military tension. Since the South, while acknowledging in its reply to our third 
letter that the strained situation should be eased, did not accept the proposal for 
high-level North-South political and military talks and instead, expressed the stand 
that the problem of easing tension can be solved through prime ministerial talks, our 
side proposed holding preliminary talks for North-South prime ministerial talks by 
taking the South's proposal into consideration. We proceeded from the stance that 
North-South prime ministerial talks, as high-level political talks, can discuss and 
solve the problem of easing the acute strained situation. 


Work should be carried out in an orderly manner. A suitably sized container is needed 
when you want to hold something. It is obvious to everyone that the grave political 
and military problem of alleviating the strained situation prevailing in the country 
cannot be resolved by talks dealing with humanitarian issues to mitigate the suffering 
of dispersed familities and relatives and nonpolitical talks handling economic exchange 
and collaboration. 


The South's proposal for prime ministerial talks in its reply letter would be viewed as 
proceeding precisely from the recognition that when high-level political talks are 
held, the problem of easing tension can te resolved. 


Our proposal to arrange North-South prime minster talks reflects the generous stand of 
not being wedded to formality if they are political talks which are capable of 
substantially easing tension for the country and the nation and guaranteeing peace and 
of magnanimously accepting the proposals of the other side without insisting absolutely 
on our own. 


As known, our side has sent letters to the South on as many as four occasions and has 
repeatedly put forward reasonable proposals comprehensively accepting opinions and 
assertions of the South. The new proposals elucidated in our side's letters contain 
our side's zeal and active stand to improve North-South relations and open a new 
breakthrough for peaceful reunification through dialogue and negotiations at any cost. 
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Provided that prime ministerial talks are held, the North and South will be able to 
broadly discuss all matters concerning detente; to remove distrust, misunderstanding, 
and confrontatiun; and to successfully push ahead with multichanneled talks amid an 
atmosphere of rapprochement and unity. If it is true that the South side is interested 
in dialogue and detente, there can be no reason or ground for not accepting our side's 
proposal which also embraces the South's assertions without any selfish motive and 
condition. 


If the South comes out with such preconditions as talks on water resources or the prior 
resumption of the existing dialogue while preposterously abusing the other side this 
time again, high-level political talks will not be held and great disappointment will 
be brought to all the fellow countrymen and the world's people aspiring for detente and 
peace. 


The problem of easing the strained situation prevailing in the country entirely depends 
on the atticude of the South. 


PAPER'S SPECIAL ARTICLE TERMS SOUTH U.S.'BASE' 


SK310841 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 2138 GMT 27 Mar 87 


[NODONG SINMUN 28 March special article: "South Korea Is the Largest U.S. Military 
Base in the Far East") 


(Text] The U.S. imperialists’ policy of occupying South Korea has continued for more 
than 40 years. This period has experienced a process during which South Korea, an 
inseparable part of our country, has been artificially divided and has- been converted 
into their military base against the northern half of the country and other socialist 
countries and into a bridgehead designed to wage aggression against the continent. The 
policy of turning South Korea into a military base has been intensified step by step. 


The great leader comrade Kim Il-song has taught: The United States has recently rapidly 
augmented its armed forces, particularly stressi'g the military strategic status of 
South Korea, and has turned South Korea into a nuclear base by introducing a large 
number of nuclear weapons there. 3ecause of the policy of aggression and war 
consistently pursued by the U.S. imperialists, South Korea has been reduced to the 
nuclear powder keg of Asia covered with an immeasurably large amount of modern military 


equipment. 


The U.S. policy of turning South Korea into a military base is the outcome of its 
aggressive policy toward Asia. The U.S. imperialists have long considered Asia -- 
which accounts for nearly one-third of the land of the world and more than half of the 
population of the world and which has such inexhaustible natural resources as natural 
rubber, timber, tin, and iron ore -—— as a source for great plunder and exploitation. 


After World War II, taking advantage of the rapid decline in the influence of the major 
imperialist powers in Asia, the U.S. imperialists stretched their tentacles of 
aggression deeply into this region. 


For 23 years from 1960 to 1982, the volume of U.S. trade with countries in Asia and the 
Pacific region increased as much as 21 times. Since 1979, this trade volume has 
exceeded the amount of trade with West European countries, accounting for 35 percent of 
the total U.S. trade volume in 1983. During the same period, the share of the U.S. 
trade volume with the West European countries was 26 percent. The amount of U.S. 
investment in Asia and the Pacific region increased from $11 billion in 1975 to $23 
billion in 1980. It reached $30.5 billion in 1983. This graphically shows how rapidly 
the U.S. expansion toward Asia has come about. 
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The U.S. imperialists have shown particular interest in Asia os a place of strategic 
importance. With the end of World War II, the U.S. imperialists found it hardly 
possible to maintain their own aggressive foothold, much less their ambition for world 
domination, unless they could block the influence of socialist countries increasing and 
intensifying in Asia kand the anti-i:nrerialist forces for independece. Therefore, they 
resorted to all means available, fair or foul, to build and expand their military bases 
inmany perts of Asia, to oppose socialist countries, and to obliterate the people's 
anti-imperialist aid anti-U.S. movement. 


For decades, the U.S. imperialists have never ceased even one day the policy of 
aggression and war designed to increase their sphere of influence in Asia. They have 
never ceased to force bloodshed on the people. In an attempt to make all Korea their 
colony and military base, they provoked a war of aggression against the Korean people, 
brought in the armed forces of the 15 countries servile to them, as well as the three 
services of their own vast armed forces. After the end of the Korean war, they 
provoked a war of aggression in Southeast Asia. However, all of these aggressive 
maneuvers by the U.S. imperialists have to suffer a humiliating defeat. 


Since Reagan took power, the U.S. imperialists' strategy toward Asia has been 
implemented more viciously under the new policy stressing the importance of Asia. The 
objective of the U.S. policy stressing Asia -- which is said to be designed to maintain 
to strong U.S. presence as a so-called Pacific country in this region -- is to form a 
regional cooperative body with countries servile to them and their puppets and maintain 
and strengthen their aggressive foothold, which is crumbling in this region. The U.S. 
imperialists are attempting to realize the superiority of strength by actively inducing 
servile countries and the puppets in this region to participate in implementing their 
policy of external aggression, for they find it impossible to block by themselves the 
growing forces of socialism and anti-imperialism for independence. 


South Korea is a major military base of operations for the U.S. imperialists’ 
aggression against Asia. Since first occupying South Korea, “he U.S. imperialist have 
made it a military and strategic base of operations against socialist countries, saying 
that South Korea is the gateway to the continent located in the center of the 
triangular zone surrounded by large countries and that it is the site of confrontation 
with communism. This realistically proves how the U.S. imperialists gazed at South 
Korea for a long time to realize their ambition for Asian domination. 


The U.S. imperialists' interest in South Korea as a military strategic base has become 
more conspicuous since they suffered a heavy blow in the war of aggression in Scutheast 
Asia and were expelled. The U.S. imperialists rave that if they give up South Korea, 
it would mean they have lost a military lever in the Far East and that the strategic 
importance of South Korea is greater than ever. Bringing aggressive armed forces and 
operational equipment into South Korea, they have e.tered a full-fledged road to 
further strengthen it as a military stronghold for Asian domination. 


The U.S. imperialists have calculated that they should continue to hold South Korea, 
the only colony they have in Asia, and depend on the military base they have built 
there to gain supremacy over the northern half of the republic, to hold socialist 
countries in check, and to establish their domination over the Asian and Pacific region. 
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The U.S. imperialists have rapidly turned South Korea into a bridgehead and a stepping 
stone for aggression against the continent. The U.S. imperialists have made the entire 
land of South Korea and the surrounding seas their military base. There are the Army 
bases of the U.S. imperialist aggressor forces in Osan, Inchon, Tongduchon, UVijongbu, 
Munsan, and Chunchon. There are U.S. Air Force bases in Kwangju, Taegu, Kimje, Kimpo, 
Chunchun, Seoul, and Osan. There are U.S. Naval bases on the east and west coasts of 
Korea, such as in Pusan, Chinhae, Pohang, Kangnung, Sokcho, Inchon, and Kunsan. There 
are missile launching bases in Kimje, Masan, Taegu, and Chunchon. There is an 
electronic air surveillance station in Taegu. 


The U.S. imperialists’ prime task in turning South Korea into a military stronghold was 
to bring in a large number of nuclear weapons and turn it into a nuclear base. Nuclear 
weapons were brought into many places in South Korea. They have ground-launched 
nuclear weapons in Munsan, Tongduchon, and Seoul; field nuclear storehouses in Ulsan, 
Kunsan, and Osan; and a nuclear storehouse for the army in Kwangju. According to an 
official announcement, the U.S. imperialists have deployed approximately 1,000 nuclear 
weapons in South Korea, including 325 nuclear bombs for fighter-bombers, 302 nuclear 
shells, and 248 nuclear warheads. This means that one or more nuclear weapons have 
been deployed per 100 square kilometers in South Korea, which means that the density of 
the nuclear deployment is four times as much as that in NATO countries where nuclear 
weapons are intensely deployed. 


Also deployed in South Korea are approximately 300 nuclear delivery systems of various 
types. Therefore, South Korea has been turned into a nuclear weapons arsenal where 
nuclear weapons and their means of delivery are the most densely deployed in the 
world. Reagan proclaimed that South Korea is the testing ground for the confrontation 
of strength in the 1980's and the forefront of world strategy, and is continuously 
bringing new modern nuclear weapons here. 


The U.S. imperialists did not hesitate to bring into South Korea the neutron weapons, 
called the devil weapons of the 20th century, which was the object of worldwide 
denunciation from the first stage of development and the deployment of which even their 
allies opposed. Today South Korea has literally become a comprehensive site of 
exhibition and display for nuclear weapons of various types. 


The U.S. imperialists, dreaming of waging chemical warfare, are bringing in binary 
chemical weapons. By building a poison gas plant in South Korea, they are accelerating 
its production. The U.S. imperialists have revealed their plan to deploy Pershing II's 
and cruise missiles. They are maneuvering to drag South Korea into their adventurous 
Star Wars program. 


South Korea is the U.S. imperialists’ largest forward nuclear base in the Far East in 
terms of the density of nuclear deployment and the types of the weapons of mass 
destruction. The nuclear bases in South Korea are closely connected with other J.S. 
bases in Asia and the Pacific region. 


The U.S. ruling circles have long considered the Japanese Islands a stepping stone for 
aggression against Xorea, and with the end of World War II, using its advantageous 
position of occupying Japan, they established numerous nuclear bases and nuclear 
facilities there. The U.S. Army troops equipped with modern operational equipment and 
weapons of mass destruction are stationed in many places on the Japanese mainland and 
Okinawa. The U.S. imperialist aggressor forces' bases, such as the Yokoda Air Force 
Base, the Yokosuka naval base, the Kadena Air Force Base, and the Naha naval base in 
Okinawa, are the U.S. nuclear strategic support bases in the Asian and Pacific region. 
The U.S. Armed Forces and military equipment in the Asian and Pacific reg‘on are 
fscused on the Korean peninsula. 
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As for the island of Guam, which is used as a launching base for strategic bombers, a 
base for nuclear submarines, and a supply base, the bombers of the Strategic Air 
Command on Anderson Air Force Base regularly fly to South Korea twice a week and 
conduct sham bombing exercises. 


The U.S. 25th Infantry Division in Hawaii is accelerating its exercises to prepare for 
a contingency on the Korean perinsula. 


The U.S. imperialist aggressor forces stationed at Clark Air Force Base and Subic Bay 
in the Philippines rave that they are always on the saddle because they are located on 
the threshold of a dispute ignition spot. Needless to say, when they rave about a 
dispute ignition spot, they have the Korean peninsula in mind. It is no accident that 
THE NEW YORK TIMES, a paper published in the United States, has exposed that 
approximately a third of the ammunition and other equipment allocated for use in South 
Korea on a contingency basis is stored at Clark and Subic Bay. 


The U.S. naval forces in the Pacific are connected with South Korea. The U.S. 7th 
Fleet, the main force of the U.S. Pacific Fleet, uses the waters of the Korean 
peninsula for its operational stage. The ports of Pusan and Chinhae are second home 
ports for the warships of the U.S. 7th Fleet. 


To conduct the "Team Spirit’ war exercise every year, the U.S. imperialists dispatch 
massive numbers of troops from bases throughout the Korean peninsula. 


The U.S. imperialists are accelerating the formation of a triangular military alliance 
among the United States, Japan, and South Korea. The Japanese reactionaries and the 
South Korean puppets regularly exchange military information and military personnel. 
They have agreed to have their fleets visit each other's ports. They are engaged in 
joint operational conferences by having the leaders of the Japanese Self-Defense Forces 
participate in the "Team Spirit" joint military exercises conducted in South Korea as 
observers. Unified systems of operation and command, weapons, ammunition, supplies, 
information, communications, and transportation have already been established among the 
United States, Japan, and South Korea, with the U.S. imperialists in command. 


Whenever the U.S. imperialist aggressors and the puppets conduct a military exercise in 
South Korea, the Japanese reactionaries and the U.S. imperialist aggressor forces 
conduct a military exercise around the Korean peninsula, to keep in step with it. This 
is, in fact, a joint operational exercise among the United States, Japan, and South 
Korea. 


The underwater tunnel construction project between South Korea and the Japanese 
mainland, which has been in progress for some time now, cannot be thought of separately 
from a military purpose. New underwater communication cable construction projects 
between South Korea and the Japanese mainland and between the Japanese mainland and 
Okinawa are presently underway. Foreign news media describe this as an underwater 
optical fiber laying project for the U.S. imperialists to safely send a directive to 
launch the nuclear weapons deployed in the Far East, where South Korea is the major 
base. 


With this adventurous military alliance, the U.S. imperialists are attempting to form a 
military seige network in Asia against socialist countries and anti-imperialist forces 
for independence. 


The facts clearly show that South Korea has been turned into the U.S. imperialists’ 
largest military base of aggression in the Far East and a bridgehead for aggression 
against the continent. 
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That South Korea has been turned into the U.S. imperialists’ largest military base in 
the Far East brings to our people an enormous national calamity. Because of the U.S. 
imperialists' occupation of South Korea, the South Korean people have been ruthlessly 
deprived of their national sovereignty. In a place where foreign aggressor troops 
occupy the land, the people can never be free. Sovereignty is the life of the country 
and the aation. Because they are deprived of their sovereignty, the South Korean 
people are today subjected to national mistreatment and contempt by foreign aggressors, 
and they are in the midst of a plight in which they have no place to plead their 
sorrowful situation, even though they are killed at random and subjected to violence, 
rape, and robbery. 


To continuously hold South Korea as their military base, the U.S. imperialists are 
scheming for its perpetual division, attempting to block the reunification of our 
country by all means. Because of the occupation of South Korea and its being turned 
into a military base by the U.S. imperialists, our people have lived separated on the 
Korean peninsula for over 40 years. Because of the division, our people have been 
unable to connect the ties as one nation or to realize the unified development of the 
country. The continuous division of the land of the country and the national division 
are the greatest national calamities our people have ever experienced. 


The U.S. imperialists' policy of turning South Korea into a military base disturbs 
peace and aggravates tension on the Korean peninsula. Prompted by their aggressive 
designs against Korea and Asia, the U.S. imperialists oppose the peaceful settlement of 
the Korean question in various ways. The U.S. imperialists have turned South Korea 
into a military base, making all the human and material resources of South Korea serve 
their war policy. 


South Korea, having been turned into the largest U.S. military base in the Far East, 
increases the realistic danger of war in our country. The U.S. imperialists have 
deployed their aggressive forces and the puppet armed forces under their military 
control, to forward areas near the Military Demarcation Line, placing them at constant 
combat readiness. This increases the danger of war on the Korean peninsula. Under 
conditions in which numerous nuclear weapons are deployed in South Korea, if war breaks 
out in Korea it will not be limited to a conventional war. 


The U.S. ruling circles have made no bones about blaring that the use of nuclear 
weapons in the event of a contingency on the Korean peninsula will not be ruled out. 
It is evidence of their hurried-up preparations for nuclear war in Korea that the U.S. 
imperialists have mobilized even the E-4B nuclear command plane, called the airborne 
nuclear war command in the “Team Spirit-87" joint military exercises. 


In NATO, whether nuclear weapons are to be used or not during a war is decided on by 
agreement among the NATO member countries. In South Korea, however, there is no 
restriction on the use of nuclear weapons. The use of nuclear weapons can be decided 
upon in South Korea independently according to the will of the United States, without 
interference by anyone. 


If a nuclear war breaks out in Korea, it will cause a chain reaction and expand to a 
global thermonuclear war. If Korea becomes the site of nuclear confrontation, the 
first people to suffer will be the Korean nation. Considering that the first targets 
of a strike in a war are nuclear bases, there is no doubt that the nuclear weapons 
stacked in South Korea will not protect the South Korean people, but will impose 
irreversible calamity upon them. Peace in Korea is the yearning of the nation and the 
pressing demand of the times. To ease tension and maintain and solidify peace, the 
primary factor of war should first be eliminated. The U.S. imperialists’ occupation of 
South Korea and their policy of turning it into a military base are the decisive 
primary factors that increase the danger of war in Korea. 
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The South Korean people have seen through the dangerous nature of the U.S. 
imperialists' nuclear war maneuvers and hold up the slogan that calls for the 
withdrawal of the U.S. forces and nuclear weapons and refusing to receive training as 
Yankee mercenaries. This struggle of the South Korean people is a patriotic struggle 
to save the country and the nation. The South Korean people should be firmly united 
under the anti-U.S. banner foc independence and wage a more vigorous struggle against 
the U.S. imperialists’ nuclear war provocation maneuvers designed to make our fellow 
countrymen victims of nuclear war. 


The U.S imperialists’ criminal scheme to take one half of the territory of an other's 
country as a forward base for aggression on the continent, while occupying it and 
trampling down the nation's sovereignty there, cannot be tolerated. 


Furthermore, the scheme to dominate the world with nuclear weapons, which are not 
something they can monopolize, is an anachronistic wild fancy. The U.S. imperialists 
should withdraw the U.S. troops, nuclear weapons, and all other military equipment from 
South Korea. This is the only way for the United States to honorably withdraw its 
hands of interference from Korea without losing face. 


DAILY DENOUNCES 8TH ARMY'S INDEPENDENT COMMAND 
$K310535 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0519 GMT 31 Mar 87 


(Text) Pyongyang March 31 (KCNA) -- NODONG SINMUN today comments on the plan of the 
United States to make its 8th Army stationed in South Korea have an independent command 
as ever, while placing its forces in Hawaii and Japan under the Pacific army to be 
activated in the future. 


The author of the commentary notes: This is aimed to strengthen the independent 
operational-commanding system of the U.S. imperialist aggression forces in South Korea 
and increase the maneuverability of their invading operations so thay they may directly 
receive an order from Washington to march northward without an intermediary stage and 
speedily translate it into practice in case of “emergency”. 


To strengthen the independence and right of the commander of the 8th Army in whose 
hands the right to command the U.S. ground, naval and air forces in South Korea is 
seized means that with the consent of the White House the army commander can pull the 
trigger of war to invade the North any moment in accordance with his determination. 
This is a grave challenge increasing the danger of war and endangering peace in Korea. 


The U.S. imperialists biding their time to ignite another war in Korea are stepping up 
war preparations in the sky and on the sea and the ground. 


The massive reinforcement of aggressive U.S. ground, naval and air forces and the 
strengthening of the independent right of command of the 8th Army in South Korea show 
that the war system of the U.S. imperialists is being further perfected. 


The United States must stop reckless war preparation manoeuvres and withdraw from South 
Korea, taking along their forces and nuclear weapons. 
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CHON TU-HWAN URGES FRONTLINE PREPAREDNESS 
SK310854 Seoul YONHAP in English 0818 GMT 31 Mar 87 


(Text] Chinhae, South Korea, March 31 (YONHAP) -- South Korean President Chon Tu-hwan 
said Tuesday that Korea's war preparedness at all front-line areas must be strengthened 
further to shatter the enemy's military maneuvers at an early stage. Addressing the 
4let commencement ceremony of the Naval Academy, Chon said that national unity should 
be further consolidated through political and social stability to ensure that the enemy 
does not get the chance to infiltrate into the rear area. 


In his speech, Chon focused national attention on the growing possibility that the 
enemy will intensify its “reckless armed provocations and subversive activities as a 
last resort.” Although Chon did not mention the North Korean communists by name in his 
address, he was obviously referring to them. Tensions and hostilities have not eased 
on the Korean peninsula since it was divided into southern and northern halves at the 
end of the Second World War. 


“Communist powers are recently building up its naval forces in the west Pacific region 
more intensively than in any other part of the world, posing a grave threat to the 
seaborne defense networks defended by South Korea and her allies,” Chon said. Under 
the circumstances, the importance of the Navy's role in safeguarding the territorial 
waters and sea lanes directly linked to national security and economic prosperity 
cannot be overemphasized, Chon said. 


"In the long confrontation with the North Korean communists, we have maintained a 
decisive superiority, proving that our choice was right and that our countermeasures 
were effective,” he added. The president said he is convinced that in the 
not-too-distant future, the North Korean communists will have to give up their reckless 
dream of communizing the whole nation by force. "Our all-out efforts to thwart the 
enemy's invasion scheme at any cost are intended to safeguard the valuable assets of 
freedom and democracy upon which our nation is based," Chon said. 


P L TRANSFER 
SKO1LO111 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 1 Apr 87 p 2 
(Text] Anyang, Kyonggi-do -- No Tae-u, chairman of the ruling Democratic Justice 
party, said yesterday that the first-ever peaceful transfer of the government power 
slated for early next year should, by all means, be carried out under the new 
Constitution to be revised by interparty agreement. 
He said the power transfer should also be conducted in compliance with popular wishes. 


The government party, No said, will exert efforts to have a parliamentary government 
system adopted under the new basic law, on the basis of popular support. 


“The (cabinet) system is tne call of the time,” he maintained. 


The DJP chairman made the remarks in a reorganization rally of the ° s Anyang-shihung 
chapter in Kyonggi-do. 


to 
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Hwang Chol-su, former superintendent of the Kyonggi-do Board of Education, has been 
elected chairman of the chapter, succeeding Yu Kuk-no who died last December. 


Party floor leader Yi Han-tong, spokesman Sim Myong-po, vice secretary general Kim 
Tae-ho, and chairmen of DJP's Kyonggi-do and Inchon electoral districts were present at 
the rally. 


In the rally, No said the majority of the people want unswerving stability in 
preparation for a peaceful power transfer and the Seoul Olympics in 1988. 


He deplored violence and violation of law and order perpetrated by radical leftist 
forces, and accused the opposition of its “illusory attempt to politically exploit the 
illegal acts." 


At the end of the rally, the ruling DJP adopted a resolution renewing its determination 
for a victory in the next National Assembly elections and pledging to realize the 
party-proposed cabinet government system. 


Meanwhile, No visited the Hall of National History in Kwachon, Kyonggi-do, on his way 
to Seoul. 


DJP_TO CONDUCT POST RESHUFFLE MID-APRIL 
SKO10125 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 1 Apr 87 p 2 


[Text] The Democratic Justice Party is considering conducting a party reshuffle in the 
middle of this month in preparation for full-fledged interparty negotiation of the 
constitutional amendment and the change of government next February. 


A DJP source said yesterday that the party reshuffle will occur in connection with the 
replacement of chairmen of the standing committees of the House whose terms expire on 
May 13. 


“The projected reshuffle of party officers and key House posts is designed to prepare 
for the negotiations with the new leaders of the opposition New Korea Democratic Party 
to be elected in its national convention in May,” the source said. 


He also observed that a minor shakeup of the cabinet is inevitable with the change of 
the party and House posts. 


He said that most of the incumbent House committee chairman will be replaced except the 
chairman of the House Steering Committee, a post automatically held by the majority 
party floor leader. 


House speaker, Yi Chae-hyong and vice speaker Choe Yong-chol whose terms expire on May 
12 will be retained, the DJP source said. 


The party reshuffle is also designed to reinforce the policy-making capability of the 


Rep. Kang Kyong-sik, director of the office of policy coordination, is expected to be 
appointed as chief policy-maker, replacing Rep. Chang Song-man who is expected to join 
the cabinet. 
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The source said that party spokesman Sim Myong-po is expected to be appointed as the 
chairman of a House committee, possibly the Education-Culture Committee. 


"But the key DJP officers, including chairman No Tae-u, secretary general Yi Chun-ku 
and floor leader Yi Han-tong, will not be affected by the projected reshuffle," the 
source said. 


The DJP will also replace some heads of city and provincial chapters of the party. 


The ruling party, meanwhile, is expected to recruit several aides for chairman No, who 
has been given "full power" to negotiate the constitutional amendment. 


Cabinet members expected to be affected by the projected reshuffle include the 
ministers of education, agriculture-forestry-fisheries, health-social welfare, and 
state minister for political affairs, said the source. 


YIM T TOP PARTY DISCORD 
SK311053 Seoul YONHAP in English 1009 GMT 31 Mar 87 


[Text] Seoul, March 31 (YONHAP) -- The three leaders of the opposition New Korea 
Democratic Party Tuesday agreed to put an end to the intraparty controversy on the 
“democratization formula" suggested by party president Yi Min-u. 


The controversial design revealed last December pitted Yi against Kim Tae-chung and Kim 
Yong-sam, the party's two de facto leaders, who charged that Yi's conciliatory formula 
might mislead the party's official stance to set up a presidential system under the new 
constitution. 


In a three-way meeting, held in four months, Yi and the two Kims agreed to take 
disciplinary action against the two “intraparty dissidents" -- Reps. Yi Chol-sung and 
Yi Taek-hui. 


Yi Chol-sung is accused by mainstream factions of violating the party policy by 
advocationg the cabinet form of government favored by the ruling camp. Yi Taek-hui 
challenged the leadership of the two Kims and allegedly ram counter to the party policy. 


In Tuesday's get-together, Yi Min-u failed to make any commitment to rally behind Kim 
Yong-sam as party president in the forthcoming party convention in May, although the 
two Kims asked Yi to support Kim Yong-sam. 


On Monday, the two Kims reconfirmed their position, agreeing to have party adviser Kim 
to take over the presidency from Yi in the May convention and to ask Yi to make open 
support in the convention. 


In a three-point announcement, the three said that there is no problem in the contents 
of Yi's democracization formula, but it caused worries and misunderstanding in the eyes 
of the ruling camp and was distorted by the press. 


Therefore, the three people agreed not to discuss Yi's idea anymore, according to the 
announcement. 
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On the punishment of the two non-mainstream party members, the three agreed to take 
disciplinary measures at an early date, possibly by early next month. 


Following the disciplinary measures, the three agreed to meet again and discuss the 
matter of holding reogranization rallies of party's provincial chapters and the matter 
of May convention. 


Party Discipline Addressed 
SK010105 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 1 Apr 87 p 1 


[Text] Moves by Kim Yong-sam and Kim Tae-chung to punish two opponents are surfacing as 
a focal point in the internal dispute of the opposition New Korea Democratic Party. 


The two Kims, who control the party's two largest factions, met with party president Yi 
Min-u yesterday and agreed to discipline Reps. Yin Chol-sung and Yi Taek-hui at an 
early date. 


When to resume local chapter reogranization rallies and other matters w'll be discussed 
only after completing punitive action against the two lawmakers, said the three leaders 
of the main opposition party. 


Meantime, the two Yi's vowed to fight against the two Kims and resist any attempt to 
expel them from the party. 


Yi Chol-sung has been under fire from the mainstreamers for favoring a cabinet system 
in disregard of the party's policy of seeking direct presidential elections. 


Yi Taek-hui is charged with accusing Kim Tae-chung of being illegally engaged in 
political activities. Kim is under a suspended 20-year prison term for sedition. 


In yesterday's meeting, the two Kims and party president Yi agreed not to argue any 
more over Yi's seven-point democratization formula. 


They, however, failed to narrow down their differences on the contemplated change of 
party presidency. 


Yi declined to express his support for Kim Yong-sam in his bid to take party presidency 
in a national convention slated for May, Kim Tae-chung has already declared his support 
for Kim Yong-sam. 


The three-way meeting involving the two Kims and Yi was the first in almost four 
months. Kim Tae-chung had refused to meet Yi since the latter proposed the 
“democratization formula." 

After the talks held at the Diplomatic Club, the three issued a three-point agreement. 
The agreement read: 

-— Democratization demands will continue to be made on an item-by-item basis. But the 


7-point democratization will no longer be raised as a whole in order to avoid 
misunderstanding. 
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-- The disciplinary steps against Reps. Yi Chol-sung and Yi Taek-hui will be 
contemplated at an earliest possible date under the responsibility of party president 
Yi. 


-- After completing the punitive action, the three will meet again to discuss when to 
resume local chapter reorganization rallies. 


— After the meeting, Kim Tae-chung said, "The (Yi Min-u) formula itself, calling for 
democratic reforms, has no problem in its contents. But the problem is that the ruling 
camp is making ill use of it” as if Yi was willing to give up direct presidential 
elections and conditionally accept cabinet system, Kim said. 


He said, "Many people misunderstand the opposition and we will no longer use the term 
"Yi Min-u formula' as a package idea. But we will push democratic reforms case by 
case." 


Kim said that the opposition will continue to push for democratic reforms separately, 
not in a package as was proposed in Yi's formula. 


When Yi first suggested the formula Dec. 24, he was seen as conditionally willing to 
accept the cabinet form of government once the seven reforms were conducted. 


The seven reforms he called for included freedom of the press, early implementation of 
local autonomy system, release of political detainees and anmesty and restored civil 
rights for Kim Tae-chung and others. 


Amid the boiling internal dispute, Yi and Kim Yong-sam met on March 17 and announced 
that Yi's formula contains no willingness to negotiate on the cabinet system. They 
vowed they will continue to push direct presidential elections. 


Yesterday's meeting among the three, the first in four months, virtually approved the 
Yi-Kim announcement. 


FACTIONS STRENGTHEN OFFENSIVE AGAINST TWO KIMS 
SKO10118 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 1 Apr 87 p 2 


(Text] Nonmainstreamers of the opposition New Korea Democratic Party are strengthening 
their offensive against moves by Kim Yong-sam and Kim Tae-chung to take disciplinary 
actions against some nonmainstreamers. 


Rep. Yi Chol-sung told reporters yesterday that he will file a complaint with the 
law-enforcement authorities this week seeking punishment of the two Kims for libel. 
The two Kims lead the NKDP’S two largest factions. 


A minor faction leader, Yi has been accused by the ims of violating the party's 
official policy of seeking direct presidential elections. He told a news conference in 
February that he advocates a cabinet form of government. 


He insisted, "The two Kims are circulating rumors that I might be expelled, with the 
aim of defaming me." 


He made the remarks after meeting with four other leading nonmainstreamer lawmakers at 
a Seoul hotel in the morning. They were Sin Tu-hwan, Cho Yan-ha, Yi Taek-ton and Yi 
Taek-hui. 
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"So we now believe that it is not worth meeting twice a year," he said, "because there 
is the risk of provoking laziness in the others," an apparent reference to Beijing and 
the six-member Association of Southeast Asian Nations, with which Vietnam has said it 
is prepared to discuss the issue. "If Kampuchea (Cambodia) wants us to, we will meet,” 
Mr. Thach added, "but there is no point if the others are going to continue sleeping." 


He did not exclude the possibility of a new proposal on Cambodia emerging from the 
Indochina summit, which he said would mainly deal with "the development of cooperation, 
particularly economic" between the three countries. 


Beijing has refused all appeals for negotiations on Cambodia until Vietnam withdraws an 
estimated 140,000 troops from the country. Informed Vietnamese sources last week said 
this year's planned withdrawal could be much larger than previous ones, and implied 
that the number could be twice as high as before, meaning 20,000 men could be pulled 
back. 


Mr. Thach would not give a figure, however, saying: "The military are very secretive 
people... what matters is that they completely withdraw by 1990." 


Hanoi believes that from 1990 on, the Cambodian Army will be able to handle alone the 
tripartite resistance coalition fighting the WVietnamese-installed Heng Samrin 
government in Phnom Penh. 


"Cambodia," Mr. Thach said, "is not a true obstacle to improved relations with China. 
It is like the obstacles between China and the Soviet Union, or China and the United 
States." 


"Take Taiwan: If the Chinese see that it is in their interest to have good relations 
with the United States, then Taiwan does not mean much," he said. "But when it is no 
longer in their interest, then Taiwan becomes an obstacle. Taiwan is of direct 
importance for the Chinese," Mr. Thach explained. "Still, they (the Chinese) managed 
to skirt the issue" to normalize relations with Washington. 


"Cambodia is not an essential problem for China," he added. "The Chinese are not 
obsessed with Pol Pot;" the leader of the Chinese-backed Khmer Rouge, whose regime 
Vietnam toppled when it invaded the country. 


"China considered the United States its number one enemy," Mr. Thach said. "Suddenly, 
they have become the best of friends. The USSR was the best of their friends, and 
suddenly it became enemy number one, and now is a friend again. If China's policy in 
relations to big countries can change from one moment to the next, a small country 
should not pose a major problem," Mr. Thach said. 


More Nguyen Co Thach Interview 
BKO10908 Hong Kong AFP in English 0354 GMT 1 Apr 87 
(By Gilles Campion] 
(Text] Hanoi, April 1 (AFP) ——- Two of Vietnam's top leaders, State Council President 


Truong Chinh and Premier Pham Van Dong, are to leave their posts this year, Foreign 
Affairs Minister Nguyen Co Thach has said. 
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But in an interview, Mr. Thach -- who is also vice-premier -- said he personally has 
"neither the ambition, nor the desire" to become the next head of government. 


Mr. Chinh, 80, Mr. Dong, 81, and Le Duc Tho, 75, who all played key roles in founding 
Communist Vietnam, had asked during a Communist Party congress in December that they be 
relieved of their state and party duties "for health reasons." 


All these men left the Politburo and were named "advisers" to the Central Committee, 
apparently retaining their influence within the party. 


"We have three very active advisers, as long as they are healthy,” Mr. Thach told 
AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE. "They will lay aside their daily tasks to look after long-term 
strategic questions." 


He said the three veterans now take part in Politburo meetings, but no on a permanent 
basis. "If we need their advice, there is no obstacle," he said. 


As well, Mr. Le Duc Tho attended -—- as a "Central Committee adviser" -- in some 
meetings with Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze when he visited Hanoi last 
month. 


The next State Council president and premier are to be named by Vietnam's National 
Assembly after legislative elections are held April 19. They will also be chosen 
within the Politburo, which now has 13 permanent members and an alternate. 


Tipped often for the premier's position is Vice-Premier Vo Van Kiet, 65, while Pham 
Hung, at 75 another "historic leader” of Vietnam, is seen as the possible new State 
Council president. 


Mr. Thach, 64, said that Mr. Kiet had recently been promoted to become "permanent vice 
premier,” a title last held by Vo Chi Cong. "That is the most responsible among the 
vice-premiers," Mr. Thach said. 


During an interview earlier this month, Mr. Kiet — an architect of economic reform in 
southern Vietnam -- said that a new premier must be a specialist in the economy, 
irregardless of his age. 


Asked how he felt, Mr. Thach replied: "For us, specialists in the economy have in the 
past 10 years made errors. Now, non-specialists are involved in the economy. It is 
interesting." 


Mr. Thach's portfolio involves economic relations with foreign countries. 

THAILAND'S 'HOSTILE ACTIONS' AGAINST PRK VIEWED 

BK280458 Hanoi International Service in English 1000 GMT 27 Mar 87 

(Station commentary] 

[Text] Dear listerners, as a rule, before the rainy season at the Thai-Kampuchean 


border begins, that is about April, Thai authorities often make hue and cry about what 
they describe as Vietnamese and Kampuchean troops' intrusions into Thai territory. 
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Their aim is to prepare public opinion for the Khmer reactionaries' activities in the 
monsoon season against the rebirth of the Kampuchean nation. They calculate that this 
is a favorable season for the Khmer reactionaries. That is why Thai authorities not 
only give them moral support but also increase military activities to back up the Pol 
Pot remnants and other Khmer reactionaries. On 3 Marck, Thai aircraft raided the 
Lao-Thai-Kampuchean border intersection, 3 km inside Kampuchean territory, causing 
heavy losses in lives and property to the local people. More serious still, on 11 
March, Thai planes again attacked Height 500, 12 km deep inside Kampuchean territory. 
Last week, not a day passed without Thai planes violating the Kampuchean airspace. 
Everyday, Thai trooips fired from 500 to 1,000 artillery shells on Kampuchean territory. 


The purpose of the Thai authorities is to support and save the Pol Pot remnants and 
othr Khmer reactionaries from heavy setbacks and disintegration. Also for this 
purpose, Thai authorities openly declare that they have decided to mobilize all forces 
and use all available weapons, including air force, to carry out a major attack. Ina 
broadcast on 23 March, the VOA said that (when) foreign journalists, who were sent to 
the thai-Kampuchean border by the Thai authorities, asked about the scale of this 
attack, the assistant to the chief of the General Staff of the Thai Armed Forces openly 
said that they would not rule out the possibility of a cross-border attack on 
Kampuchean territory. Beside these hostile actions, Thai authorities increase their 
military collusion with the United States. They let the United States set up arsenals 
on Thai soil and conducted joint military exercises with the United States under the 
pretext of preparing against the Kampuchean aggression. 


The Thai ruling circles also brought many kinds of Chinese-made weapons, from small 
arms to 130-mm howitzers, to be deployed along the Thai-Kampuchean border. These 
actions of the Thai authorities have aggravated the tension at the Thai-Kampuchean 
border and obstructed the trend for dialogue which is gaining momentum in Southeast 
Asia. The PRK many times put forth proposals on negotiations to solve issues between 
Kampuchea and Thailand on the basis of respecting each other's sovereignty and 
territorial integrity in the spirit of good neighborliness and peaceful coexistence. 
We highly support this legicimate stand of the PRK and demand that the Thai authorities 
immediately stop their hostile actions and aggression against Kampuchea. 


VNA STATEMENT REJECTS THAI ARMY SHELLING CLAIM 
0WO10741 Hanoi VNA in English 0729 GMT 1 Apr 87 
(Text] Hanoi VNA April lst -— Foreign sources on March 30 quoted a correspondent of the 
Thai Army Television as saying that on March 28 Vietnamese troops in Kampuchea had 


fired chemical shells on a village in Thailand's Ubon Province, six kilometres from the 
Thai-Kampuchean border. 


VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY is authorized to completely reject the above ill-intentioned 
fabrication. 


THAI OFFSHORE MINING AGREEMENT WITH DK DENOUNCED 
0W271749 Hanoi VNA in English 1507 GMT 27 Mar 87 


(Text] Hanoi VNA March 27 -- The Vietnamese Embassy in Thailand has 
release rejecting misinformation in the Bangkok press that Vietn 
memorandum of understanding of the Committee for Coordination of Jo’ 
Mineral Resources in Asian Offshore Areas (CCOP). 
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The press release also protested the presence of the so-called "Government of the 
Democratic Kampuchea" in CCOP. It held that only the government of the People's 
Republic of Kampuchea is authoritative in Kampuchea to cooperate with other countries 
in exploiting mineral resources offshore Kampuchea. 


NHAN DAN CRITICIZES THAI 'ULTRARIGHTIST CIRCLES" 


0W281315 Hanoi VNA in English 0715 GMT 28 Mar 87 


(Text] Hanoi 7NA March 28 -— NHAN DAN today says that some ultrarightist circles in 
Thailand still stick to their outdated policy of confrontation and opposing any form of 
dialogue. 


The paper recalls that in recent days, sowe ultrarightist elements in the Bangkok 
ruling circles have taken a series of iiostile acts intended to worsen the 
Thai-Vietnamese relations. They falsely accused Vietnamese troops of intruding into 
and occupying hill bock about 2 kilometres inside Thai territory. The Thai military 
also boasted that they had used their air force, heavy artillery and infantry to "fight 
back" and threatened to carry their pursuit deep into Kampuchean territory. 


NHAN DAN notes: "Vietnam and the People's Republic of Kampuchea have always adopted a 
goodwill attitude toward the Kingdom of Thailand. We have many times proposed to solve 
with Thailand questions left behind by history through negotiation. In order to 
enhance friendly relations, we have put forth many initiatives and practical solutions 
acceptable to all sides to solve the Kampuchean issue including measures to ensure 
security along the Thai-Kampuchean border and to settle the refugee problem". 


The paper goes on: "The proposals of Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea which stem from their 
sincere wish to build, together with the kingdom of Thailand, a frontier of peace and 
friendship, in order to help make Southeast Asia a region of peace, stability, 
cooperation and development, is welcomed by all people in the region and across the 
world". 


"The Bangkok authorities must stop all their hostile acts along the border with the 
People's Republic of Kampuchea. Their collusion with the United States and other 
reactionary forces against the three Indochinese countries can only end in failure. 
Such a policy will meet the strong protest of the people in the region including the 
Thai people, NHAN DAN says in conclusion. [no end quotation marks as received] 


CEMA TO AID SRV INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 


BK281641 Hanoi VNA in English 1522 GMT 28 Mar 87 


(Text] Hanoi VNA March 28 -- A Vietnamese delegation led by Tran Duc Luong, member of 
the Communist Party of Vietnam Central Committee and vice-chairman of the Council of 
Ministers attended the 6th session of the Mechanical Engineering Committee of the 
Council for Mutual Economic Assistance (CMEA) held in Havana from March 24-26. 


The session reviewed the implementing of the CEMA cooperation on engineering between 
the CEMA member countries and their assistance to Vietnam, Cuba and Mongolia in this 
field. 
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The committee decided to help Vietnam develop its economy, gradually take part in 
specialization and cooperation in production of the other member countries. Several 
agreements were signed during the meeting. 


Under these agreements, CMEA members, first of all the Soviet Union, will provide 
Vietnam's engineering industry with materials and equipment, and help it turn out and 
deliver products. . 


SOVIET-VIETNAMESE FRIENDSHIP CLUB OPENS IN MOSCOW 


0W302152 Hanoi VNA in English 1530 GMT 30 Mar 87 


(Text] Hanoi VNA March 30 — A Soviet-Vietnamese Friendship Club has opened in the 
State Institute of International Relations in Moscow. 


The club's activities were attended by university lecturers and students, and 
researchers and teachers of the Vietnamese language in the Soviet capital city. 


Also in the institute, a week of Soviet-Vietnamese friendship has been held in honour 
of the anniversary of the Ho Chi Minh Communist Youth Union (March 26). 


LE DUAN'S ‘LETTERS TO THE SOUTH’ PUBLISHED 


BK281643 Hanoi VNA in English 1521 GMT 28 Mar 87 


(Text] Hanoi VNA March 28 — "Letters to the South", a selected work by late party 
General Secretary Le Duan has been published in the Soviet Union by the Soviet 
publishing house "Politizdat". 


This is a collection of letters and messages sent by Le Duan from 1961 to 1975 to the 
party and army officials who were leading the struggle against U.S. and their henchmen 
in South Vietnam. The book highlights the Communist Party of Vietnam's experiences as 
well as its political and military theories in different stages of the Vietnam 
revolution. 


NGUYEN HUU THO RECEIVES PRK DELEGATION 


0W272203 Hanoi VNA in English 1503 GMT 27 Mar 87 


[Text] Hanoi VNA March 27 -— Nguyen Huu Tho, vice president of the Council of State and 
chairman of the National Assembly, received at the presidential palace today a 
delegation of the Kampuchean Ministry of State Inspectorate led by Minister Sin Soong 
on a current working visit to Vietnam. Speaking to the guests Nguyen Huu Tho 
reaffirmed that the Vietnamese people are persistent in their internationalist duty 
toward the Kampuchean revolution. He wished the special friendship between Vietnam and 
Kampuchea further development. 


Minister Sin Soong for his part thanked the Vietnamese state inspectorate for helping 
his delegation study the inspecting work in Vietnam. He hoped for _ further 
consolidation of the cooperation and mutual assistance in this field between the two 
inspectorates. 
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Earlier, the Kampuchean delegation had working sessions with the senior officials of 
the Vietnamese inspectorate. The two sides compared notes on inspecting work and 
informed each other of the implementation of their cooperation protocol in 1986 and 
1987. 


TARY ' PRESENTATIVE VISI 
0W251859 Hanoi VNA in English 1458 GMT 25 Mar 87 


(Text) Hanoi VNA March 25 -- Mr Kibria, executive secretary of the Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) special representative of the UN secretary 
general in charge of humanitarian aid to Kampuchea, today concluded a two-day visit to 
Vietnam. 


While here, Mr Kibria exchanged views with Deputy Foreign Minister Nyuyen Dy Nien on 
issues of common concern. 


Before his departure, Mr Kibria was cordially received by Nguyen Co Thach, vice 
chairman of the council of ministers and foreign minister. 


COMMUNIQUE OF SECOND ELECTORAL COUNCIL SESSION 
BK311545 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1430 GMT 31 Mar 87 


("Communique" on second session of the Eighth National Assembly Electoral Council -- 
date not given] 


(Text] On 31 March, the Eighth National Assembly Electoral Council held its second 
plenary session under its chairman, Comrade Truong Chinh. 


1. The Electoral Council heard a report on the results of the selection of candidates, 
the holding of consultative conferences, consultations, and the nomination of 
candidates for election to the Eighth National Assembly; on propaganda work for the 
election; on the results of the first-phase inspection of preparations for the 
election; and on the status of complaints filed by voters in connection with the 
election. 


2. The Electoral Council remarked that in their preparations for the election of 
deputies to the Eighth National Assembly, all the provinces and all the municipalities 
and special zones directly subordinate to the central government have completed two 
important tasks on schedule as stipulated by law, namely compiling and posting 
namelists of voters, and selecting and holding consultative conferences to nominate 
candidates. 


Showing a thorough understanding of the spirit of the directive issued by the Political 
Bureau and the various regulations of the Council of State on the election, and 
following the guidance of the VFF Central Committee, the localities have begun to 
renovate their way of thinking and work methods in recommending people to run in the 
election. They have organized so the collectives of working people at the grass-roots 
level could participate in the selection of people to be nominated as candidates; have 
paid attention to collecting suggestions by voters in the places where the nominees 
work and reside; and have overcome the state of coercion and imposition. This new way 
of doing things has been welcomed and supported by cadres and the people. However, the 
preparatory work concerning those nominated by the center to run for election in 
various localities has been hasty and unsatisfactory. 
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The propaganda for and promotion of this election have been carried out relatively 
better than in the previous election; but, to date it is still not very lively. 


3. The Electoral Council heartily commends various provinces, cities, and special 
zones in the country for having made active preparations for the election in accordance 
with the work schedule of the Central Electoral Council. 


The Electoral Council urges various echelons and sectors to continue stepping up their 
propaganda about the election, trying to motivate cadres and the people of various 
strata to overcome all difficulties in actively participating in electoral work. 


In the upcoming 19 April elections, all voters should go to the polls to elect National 
Assembly deputies and people's councilors. 


Efforts must be made to satisfactorily organize exchanges of views among voters in 
seeking to understand the biographies of candidates, to carefully arrange for 
candidates to make their public appearance to to get in touch with their voters, to 
check the arrangements of balloting booths to ensure that they are made according to 
stipulations, to satisfactorily ensure prompt and accurate recapituation of electoral 
returns at various electoral units in order to announce the results nationwide earlier 
than what in the 7th National Assembly, and to promptly consider and settle complaints 
made by voters. 


Localities must concern themselves with stepping up production, tackling difficulties 
facing the people's lives, carrying out security work satisfactorily, preventing the 
enemy's sabotage and psychological warfare activities, and providing safety for the 
election. 


4. The Electoral Council has sent a number of delegations on a second trip to inspect 
preparations for the election from early April 1987 to the day of the election, 
19 April 1987. . 


IMPROPER SELECTION OF PRECINCT CANDIDATES REPORTED 
BK311550 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1430 GMT 31 Mar 87 


[Text] Tie judiciary offices of Hoan Kiem, Dong Da, and Ba Dinh Precincts and Son Tay 
City of Hanoi have found out that in some villages and hamlets the candidates for 
elections to the people's councils have not been selected in accordance with the 
electoral law, and have promptly remedied this improper selection. 


The Judiciary Office of Hoan Kiem Precinct has met with 18-year old voters, who will go 
to the polls for the first time, to talk with them about the electoral law and the 
benefits and duty of each citizen. 


The municipal judiciary service has conducted a training course to provide electoral 
guidance for the judiciary sections of villages and hamlets, and to help local party 
committees guide the elections according to law. 


The service also held a talk with the local jurists and the Vietnam Jurists Association 
to provide guidance for the elections and to ensure democracy and compliance with law. 
It also published thousands of copies of documents to provide electoral guidance for 
villages and hamlets in a profound and broad propaganda on the electoral law to 
mobilize the people to participate in the elections. 
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Y ED 


BK311440 [Editorial Report] Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese at 1100 GMT on 31 
March carries an 18-minute list of candidates running for election to the Eighth 
National Assembly. The report says: 


Nghe Tinh Province has a total of 46 candidates. Among them are: "Nguyen Ky Cam, 
member of the CPV Central Committee; minister of labor, war invalids, and social 
welfare; and deputy to the Seventh National Assembly"; "Nguyen Canh Dinh, member of the 
CPV Central Committee, minister of water conservancy, and deputy to the Seventh 
National Assembly"; "Le Thanh Nghi [Lee Thanh Nghij), secretary of the Quynh Hau 
village party committee, Quynh Luu District" (There was a member of the Fifth CPV 
Central Committee and deputy from Quang Ninh Province by this name, but the radio does 
not further identify this candidate); "Pham Nhu Cuong, alternate member of the CPV 
Central Committee and chairman of the Vietnam Social Sciences Commission"; "Nguyen Ngoc 
Lai, chief of a production unit at the Con Cuong State Forest, deputy to the Seventh 
National Assembly, and labor heroine"; "Nguyen Quoc Thuoc, member of the CPV Central 
Committee, major general, and acting commander of the 4th Military Region"; "Bui Duc 
Tung, member of the Standing Committee of the provincial party committee, major 
general, and commander of the Nghe Tinh Provincial Military Command"; Dau Ngoc Xuan, 
member of the CPV Central Committee, minister, and first vice chairman of the State 
Planning Commission"; "Do Muoi, member of the CPV Central Committee Political Bureau, 
vice chairman of the Council of Ministers, and deputy to the Seventh National 
Assembly"; "Phan Anh, vice chairman of the National Assembly, member of the VFF Centrai 
Committee Presidium, chairman of the Vietnam Committee for Defense of World Peace, 
president of the Vietnam Lawyers Association, and deputy to the Seventh National 
Assembly"; "Le Van Dat, member of the district party committee, acting secretary of the 
party committee and chairman of the people's committee of Thach Tan village, Thach Ha 
District, and deputy to the Seventh National Assembly"; "Phan Van Tiem, alternate 
member of the CPV Central Committee, doctor of economics, and chairman of the State 
Price Commission"; and "Cu Huy Can, minister in charge of culture and arts at the 
Office of the Council of Ministers, chairman of the Central Committee of the Vietnam 
Writers and Artists Union, and deputy to the Seventh National Assembly". 


Dong Nai Province has a total of 21 candidates. Among them are: “Tran Thi Luu, deputy 
manager of Workshop 2 of Ceramic Enterprise No. 2 in Bien Hoa and deputy to the Seventh 
National Assembly"; "Sang Van Mao, vice chairman of the Provincial VFF Committee and 
deputy to the Seventh National Assembly, of the Chau Ro nationality"; and "Pham Van Hy, 
member of the CPV Central Committee and general director of the General Department of 
Rubber”. 


Cao Bang Province has a total of nine candidates. Among them is: "Dam Quang Trung, 
secretary of the CPV Central Committee, colonel general, member of the Council of 
State, and deputy to the Seventh National Assembly, of the Tay nationality”. 


Vinh Phu Province has a total of 22 candidates. Among them are: "Phan Khac Hy, major 
general, deputy secretary of the party committee and deputy director of the Economic 
General Department of the Ministry of National Defense"; "Phung Van Tuu, vice minister 
of justice and deputy to the Seventh National Assembly"; and "Bui Danh Luu, member of 
the CPV Central Committee and minister of communications and transportation"; 
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Cuu Long Province has a total of 21 candidates. Among them are: "Dao Thi Dieu, member 
of the Standing Committee of the provincial party committee, head of the provincial 
Mase Motivation Committee, and deputy to the Seventh National Assembly"; "Vo Van Kiet, 
member of the CPV Central Committee Political Bureau and vice chairman of the Council 
of Ministers"; “Lam Phu, alternate member of the CPV Central Committee and chairman of 
the VFF Committee of Cuu Long Province"; "Tran Hoang Kim, deputy secretary of the Ho 
Chi Minh Communist Youth Union of Cuu Long Province, and deputy to the Seventh National 
Assembly": and "Phan Huu Thuc, vice chairman of the VFF Committee of Cuu Long Province, 
and deputy to the Seventh National Assembly". 


Lam Dong Province has a total of six candidates, none of them prominent party or state 
officials. 


PARTY SECRETARIAT DIRECTIVE ON PEASANTS CONGRESS 
BK290522 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1430 GMT 28 Mar 87 


(24 March CPV Central Committee Secretariat directive on organizing and convening the 
Vietnam Collective Peasants Association congress) 


(Text] Om 24 March the CPV Central Committee Secretariat issued a directive on the 
organization of the Vietnam Collective Peasants Association and the convening of its 
first national congress. The directive said: Vietnamese peasants are the majority of 
the population in our country. They have maintained a glorious patriotic and 
revolutionary tradition. Under the party leadership, our peasants have made great and 
important contributions to the struggle for national liberation and unification as well 
as to the building of socialism and defense of the socialist fatherland. 


We must build a firm and strong Vietnam Collective Peasants Association with a good 
foundation from the central to grass-rocts levels, while satisfactorily improving the 
work of the association in motivating the people in accordance with the spirit and 
letter of the Sixth CPV Congress resolution. 


The directive stressed: The first national congress of the Vietnam Collective Peasants 
Association must meet the requirement for enhancing the sense of responsibility; 
strengthening the People's right to socialist collective mastery; and creating a vital 
revolutionary action movement that will contribute trimphantly to implementing the 
three major economic programs, purifying various party organizations, strengthening 
state apparatuses, and improving social relations. The congress must manifest the 
newly renovated spirit in thinking, work method, and the organization of the 
cadre-related tasks. The association must satisfactorily organize congresses from the 
grass roots to higher levels which will permit as many members as possible to 
participate in open discussions, to express frank criticism and self-criticism, and to 
present various problems to cooperative management committees, production collectives, 
and various echelons of party committees and the administration. 


Congresses at various levels must be carried out in an economical manner. The central 
organizing committee of the Collective Peasants Association congress must draft short, 
concise, and clear documents that are easy to understand and present various problems 
of prime concern to the peasants. It must forward these documents to various members 
of the association who will discuss them and contribute their ideas. Grass-roots level 
congresses should be convened on 11 May, the day when President Ho Chi Minh wrote a 
final document on the Vietnamese peasants, while the national congress should be 
convened in late 1987. 
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Various echelons of party committees from the central to grass-roots levels must 
consistently review activities of the association, read periodical reports on 
preparations for the congress by various echelons, and establish a division of labor 
among the committee members directly responsible for the various units of the Vietnam 
Collective Peasants Association. 


VNA CITES NHAN DAN EDITORIAL ON YOUTH WORK 
0W260755 Hanoi’ VNA in English 0708 GMT 26 Mar 87 
(All quotation marks as received) 


(Text) Hanoi VNA March 26 = In an editorial today marking the 56th anniversary of the 
Ho Chi Minh Communist Youth Union NHAN DAN underlines the vanguard role of young people 
in national construction and defence. 


The paper says that under the direct leadership of the party organizations, many youth 
movements have been launched such as the movement for “Three Vanguard in Collective 
Mastery of the Society Which Has Been Concretized in Various Programmes of Action To 
Implement the Socio-Economic Tasks. The youth campaigns "For the Forward Border 
Posts", "Young People Overfulfil Contract Quotas and Sell Surplus Products to the 
State", "Socialist Students” etc., have become daily activities of the youth in all 
localities. NHAN DAN goes on: 


“Through these movements, millions of young people have been trained and thousands of 
union members have been admitted to the communist party. However, besides these 
positive aspects, the youth movement in many localities still reveals many weaknesses, 
particularly in the education of the revolutionary ideal and objectives, for the young. 


The formalist tendency remains widespread in the union work, particularly with regard 
to the ideal of the young people. The education of the youth about their ideal and 
objectives and their mobilisation must go alongside the settlement of practical 
questions relating to their moral material interests, and only in this way can we give 
a@ strong impetus to the youth movement." 


The paper recalls the political report of the 6th party congress as saying: ‘The youth 
should be ensured employment when they become of age, we should foster their 
personality and abilities, and educate them along the slogan “Live, Struggle, Work and 
Study Following the Great Uncle Ho's Example". We must fully realize that the young 
people are entrusted with the historical mission of successfully building socialism. 
We should boldly give them responsibilities, and train and foster them through social 
activities." 


MORE LABORERS SENT TO BUILD NEW ECONOMIC ZONES 
BK250755 Hanoi QUAN DOI NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 15 Mar 87 p 1 
(VNA report} 


[Text] New progress was made in the relocation of people in the provinces from Thuan 
Hai southward last year. By satisfactorily combining the reorganization of production 
with investment, various provinces in the Mekong River Delta have been able to relocate 
more than 91,000 people. 
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Tien Giang, Ben Tre, Cuu Long, Dong Thap, and An Giang Provinces have successfully 
encouraged tens of thousands of laborers to move to sparsely populated localities. To 
date, these laborers have planted tens of thousands of hectares of cajeput and coconut 
trees. With local funds and by combining labor closely with land, Thuan Hai Province 
has opened up more than 1,000 hectares of virgin land and built dozens of schools and 
medical aid stations in various new economic zones. Meanwhile, Dong Nai Province has 
received tens of thousands of laborers from other localities to expand the areas of 
rubber and coffee. 


A conference was held recently by the southern provinces to discuss measures for labor 
and population redistribution in 1987 with the aim of fully exploiting labor and land, 
developing various advantages, and stepping up the production of grain and food to help 
implement satisfactorily the three major economic programs of the party and state. The 
eastern Nam Bo region, apart from redistributing labor to build 13 new economic zones 
in various provinces and districts, must recruit local laborers and receive more 
laborers from the northern provinces to expand the areas of rubber and coffee. 


The nine Mekong River Delta provinces must strive to mobilize and redistribute their 
work force within their provinces and districts to bring into play their strength in 
grain and foodstuffs production according to the formula "do where it is easy to do 
first, do where it is difficult to do later.” The labor redistribution program must be 
closely linked to the programs of water conservancy development and sea area 
exploitation. Cooperation in the cultivation of coconuts for export must be ensured. 
In the immediate future, Long An, Minh Hai, and Kien Giang should redistribute the work 
force within each province to continue building the new economic zones already planned 
so that production work may begin soon. Careful preparations should be made to enable 
these new economic zones to receive more laborers and people from other localities in 
the coming years to exploit areas of great potentials. The labor sector should join 
various provinces in concentrating on carrying out a number of urgent tasks such as 
distributing capital investment, preparing plans for organizing the building of 
resettlement areas, preparing material and goods, supplies, and so forth, to give 
timely support to the redistribution of labor and population. The people should be 
mobilized to make contributions to further consolidating and building new economic 
zones. 


BRIEFS 


GDR RADIO DELEGATION VISITS -— Hanoi VNA March 31 -- A delegation of the State 
Broadcasting Committee of the German Democratic Republic led by its Vice Chairman Rolf 
Wiesbach has paid a week-long visit to Vietnam at the invitation of the editorial board 
of the Voice of Vietnam. While here, the delegation exchanged experience with the host 
office and the two sides discussed measures to enhance bilateral cooperation. The GDR 
guests were warmly received by Dao Duy Tung, alternate member of the Political Bureau 
and secretary of the Communist Party of Vietnam Central Committee. [Text] [Hanoi VNA 
in English 1448 GMT 31 Mar 87 BK) 
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EB WAKAOJI 
Report on Release 
HKO10105 Hong Kong AFP in English 0102 GMT 1 Apr 87 


(Text) Manila, April 1 (AFP) -- Japanese businessman Nobuyuki Wakaoji, kidnapped near 
Manila on November 15, has been released after 137 days in captivity, it was confirmed 
here Wednesday. 


Mr. Wakaoji was “apparently in good health" when he was freed late Tuesday in suburban 
Manila, the Presidential Palace and Japanese Embassy said in a joint communique. 


He was undergoing a thorough medical check-up before flying home to his family in 
Japan, the communique added. 


In a statement, President Corazon Aquino said she was "greatly relieved and thankful" 
for the release. 


The Japanese Government expressed gratitude to Mrs. Aquino and looked forward to 
promoting "friendly and cordial relations between the two countries." 


Confirmation in Manila that Mr. Wakaoji had been released came shorly after officials 
of his employer, Mitsui and Co., announced in Tokyo that he was free. 


Mr. Wakaoji, Mitsui's Manila branch manager, was kidnapped November 15 on his way home 
from a golf tournament in Laguna, 50 kilometers (30 miles) south of Manila. 


Mitsui officials in Tokyo said Mr. Wakawoji, 53, had been released near a Manila church 
Tuesday night and immediately taken to a hospital where doctors said he was in 
satisfactory condition. 


They based their information on a report from Mitsui's Manila branch reaching the 
Mitsui head office in Tokyo. 


Mrs. Aquino's spokesman, Teodoro Benigno, said none of Mr. Wakaoji's fingers were cut 
by his unknown Filipino captors, saying that a picture showing his right middle finger 
severed "was, it seems, faked," adding that, "He was never tortured." 


Mr. Benigno could neither confirm or deny if there was a political motive behind the 
kidnapping of Mr. Wakaoji, Philippine representative of the Mitsui trading house, two 
days after Mrs. Aquino returned from a state visit to Japan. 


The kidnapping strained relations between the two countries and affected the Philippire 
economy, particularly the tourism industry which depends heavily on the Japanese market. 


The Japanese Transport Ministry had advised travel agencies in late January against 
organizing Japanese group tours to the Philippines. 


Mr. Benigno said military officials believe that seven to 12 persons with no criminal 
records, operating in Laguna and Cavite Provinces, south of Manila, were behind the 
kidnapping. 
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"I know of no political motive," Mr Benigno said, adding that he had no knowledge of 
any ransom being paid by the Philippine Government. It has been reported these past 
few days that the Mitsui group paid an eight million dollars ransom for the liberation 
of its representatives in Manila. 


Mrs Aquino, in a statement read by Mr Benigno, said: "I want the police to go after 
the kidnappers and continue the investigation until the perpetrators are apprehended." 


Mr Benigno said he was informed by the military that Mr Wakaoji was released before 
8:00 p.m. local time (1200 GMT) Tuesday, near a hospital in suburban Quezon City, from 
where he rode a small commuter bus to the partly Japanese-owned Manila Garden Hotel in 
the Makati financial district. 


Mr Wakaoji went to see the Japanese general manager of the hotel and phoned a Mitsui 
staff house in a nearby exclusive residential area. 


A Mitsui car fetched him from the hotel and brought him to the staff house, where he 
met a Japanese Embassy official before being brought to an undisclosed hospital for a 
medical checkup, Mr Benigno said. 


He added that there were plans for Mr Wakaoji to be presented to Mrs Aquino before he 
flies home to Japan. 


Mr Benigno said Mr Wakaoji would return home once his doctors certified that he is fit 
to do so, adding that the businessman was suffering from fatigue after being handcuffed 
and bound by his legs during his captivity. 


In Tokyo, Japanese Foreign Minister Tadashi Kuranari thanked Mrs Aquino and other 
Philippine Government leaders who sought to have the safe release of Mr Wakaoji. 


"The kidnapping of Wakaoji was an unfortunate incident," he told a news conference. 


But he quickly added: "Friendly relations between Japan and the Philippines would be 
further promoted." 


Sources State Ransom Paid 
0WO10101 Tokyo KYODO in English 0059 GMT 1 Apr 87 


[Excerpts] Manila, April 1 KYODO -- A Philippine presidential spokesman at a press 
conference Wednesday confirmed that kidnapped Japanese business executive Noboyuki 
Wakaoji, head of Mitsui and Co.'s Manila branch, has been released. Wakaoji, 53, was 
kidnapped at gunpoint November 15 while returning to his Manila home after playing goif 
south of Manila. Presidential spokesman Teodoro Benigno said Wakaoji was released 
Tuesday night and is being treated at an undisclosed hospita:. 4Ye gave no further 
details of the release. [passage omitted] 


Philippine military sources said no Japanese nationals or Philippine military personne! 
were involved in the kidnapping. The sources said the ransom has already been paid to 
the kidnappers and added they committed the crime for some political purposes but they 
did not elaborate. 
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Ransom Denied by Government 
0WO10455 Tokyo KYODO in English 0432 GMT 1 Apr 87 


(Text] Manila, April 1 KYODO -— Kidnapped Japanese business executive Nobuyuki Wakaoji 
who was released by his captors Tuesday is undergoing medical checkup at the U.S. Clark 
Air Base, 80 kilometers north of Manila, a Philippine military official said. 


An American air base spokesman declined comment when asked to confirm the information. 


Presidential spokesman Teodoro Benigno said Wakaoji was "apparently in good health" but 
suffering from fatigue and is being confined at an "undisclosed hospital" after his 
137-day captivity. 


The Philippine military official, who asked to remain anonymous, said Armed Forces 
Chief of Staff Gen. Fidel Ramos may visit Wakaoji at the base hospital. 


The Philippines base commander, Col. Cesar Go, told KYODO NEWS SERVICE that a Ramos 
aide phoned to tell them that the Armed Forces chief may visit the Clark Air Base in 
Pampanga Province on his way to Camp Servillano Aquino in nearby Tarlac Province. 


Wakaoji was released unharmed by his kidnappers near a church in suburban Quezon City 
at around 8 p.m. Tuesday. 


The 53-year-old Manila branch manager of Mitsui and Co. then took a minibus to Manila 
and from there a taxi took him to the Manila Garden Hotel in suburban Makati. 


Quoting Philippines Constabulary (PC) Chief, Maj. Gen. Renato de Villa, Benigno said 
that the Japanese business executive was abducted by a group of "seven to 12 men with 
known criminal records" operating in Canlubang and Calamba, both in the Province of 
Laguna and also in nearby Batangas Province, south of Manila. 


PC criminal investigation service commander, Brig. Gen. Romeo Zulueta, the chief 
investigator of the kidnapping, said he knew the identities of the abductors but was 
witholding the information for the time being. 


Lt. Col. Serafin Santos, head of the PC special operations group, said he gives 
“credit” to Manila archbishop, Cardinal Jaime Sin, for the release of Wakaoji. 


Sin had first appealed to the kidnappers to release Wakaoji in December and later 
disclcesed that priests and nuns were involved in contacting his kidnappers. 


In a statement read by her spokesman, President Corazon Aquino said she is "greatly 
relieved and thankful" for Wakaoji's release. 


She said she wants the police "to go after the kidnappers and continue the 
investigation until the perpetrators are finally apprehended." 


Benigno said plans for a meeting between Aquino and Wakaoji are still to be finalized 
and the president herself told reporters "we will let you know" when the meeting will 
be held. 
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Meanwhile, Armed Forces Chief of Staff Gen. Fidel Ramos said the military and police 
"will dig deeper, identify and find out who the perpetrators" are in the kidnapping. 


Still quoting De Villa, Benigno said that the Philippine Government "has paid nothing, 
not a single centavo" to have Wakaoji released. 


An earlier report, stil' unconfirmed, said that the kidnappers had raised their ransom 
demand from 5 to 8 milliouw dollars. 


Benigno said Philippine intelligence sources reported that Wakaoji was last seen in a 
town in Cavite Province south of Manila March 17. 


He said that he could not speculate on the political motive behind the November 15 
kidnapping, just two days after Aquino returned from a successful state visit to Japan. 


Benigno said that Wakaoji's finger was not severed and that pictures sent by the 
kidnappers to news agencies were retouched. He added that the Japanese businessman was 
"never hurt, never tortured" by his captors although he was kept handcuffed throughout 
his captivity. He said Wakaoji was clean-shaven, wore a newly pressed shirt and pants 
when he arrived at the hotel to speak to the Japanese manager there. 


Wakaoji then phoned a Mitsui employee in nearby Dasmarinas and was later picked up by 
car and brought to the staff house where he spoke with Japanese Embassy Minister 
Masaharu Kuniyasu. 


From the Dasmarinas residence Wakaoji was taken to the undisclosed hospital. 
MILITARY LAUNCHES MASSIVE AULTS IN LUZON 
HKO1O143 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company in English 2300 GMT 31 Mar 87 


(Text ] The military has launched massive air and ground assaults on rebel 
concentrations in the jungles of Kalinga-Apayao. Armed Forces spokesman Colonel 
Honesto Isleta said some 1,500 troops backed by F-5 jet fighter bombers, (?T-28) 
Tora-Tora planes, and helicopter gunships are involved in the combat operations, which 
started early Sunday morning. There were no reports yet of casualties in the 3-day 
operations. 


Isleta said that the military launched the operations during the 8Cth founding 
anniversary of the New People's Army following intelligence reports of the presence of 
big guerrilla training camps in Pacu Valley, Kalinga-Apayao. This was the first time 
that F-5 jet fighter bombers of the Philippine Air Force were used against the NPA 
rebels. Isleta said two battalion composed of the Army, Constabulary, and policemen 
were used as blocking forces against the retreating guerrillas. He added that the 
fighter planes have been strafing guerrilla positions as the military opened up its dry 
season offensive in northern Luzon. 


More on Military Offensive 
0WO10057 Tokyo KYODO in English 0044 GMT 1 Apr 87 
[Text] Manila, March 31 KYODO -- Philippine Army troops, backed by warplanes and 


helicopter gunships, launched a major offensive against communist guerrillas in the 
northern Philippines, a military spokesman said Tuesday. 


‘J 
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Col. Honesto Isleta said about 1,500 soldiers were involved in operations in 
Kalina-Apayao Province, about 350 kilometers north of the capital, where a 
battalion-size New People's Army (NPA) force had been sighted. He also said ranking 
regional leaders of the Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) and the NPA were 
reported to be meeting in the area. 


Isleta said this was the first time that F-5 fighter-bombers, which are armed with 
air-to-ground missiles, and M-50 machine guns, were used by the military in the 
18-year-old anti-insurgency campaign. Fighting is expected to escalate in other areas 
considered as rebel strongholds as the military seeks to fulfill President Corazon 
Aquino's order for "a string of honorable military victories" against leftist 
insurgents and rightist elements. 


In Manila, police said its "eagle" squads gunned down two suspected NPA urban 
guerrillas in a dawn shootout in a major slum district. The deaths brought to seven 
the number of alleged NPA's killed in the past week. The "eagle" squads were formed by 
police authorities following a series of killings of policemen and soldiers in Manila 
attributed to NPA liquidation squads known as "sparrow units." 


Police have arrested 11 suspects, all of whom are supporters of a leftist congressional 
candidate, during raids in Tondo Sunday. Leaders of the People's Party have denounced 
the arrests as part of a campaign to harass leftists participating in the May !1 
congressional polls. 


The Armed Forces spokesman also said two battalions of soldiers have been fielded to 
block possible escape routes while another battalion of scout rangers are combing the 
valley searching for the NPA force. 


The F-5 warplanes and helicopter gunships, he said, have been strafing guerrilla 
positions in Pacu valley, a known rebel stronghold, since the offensive began on 
Sunday, the NPA's 18th founding anniversary. He declined, however, to give information 
on casualties. 


Isleta said Brig. Gen. Felix Brawner, commander of the aewly-formed northern Luzon 
command, is directing the Army's "dry season offensive” in the region. 


The military operation came a day after NPA rebels killed seven soldiers and eight 
militiamen in an attack on a far-flung Army detachment in [lagan, Isabela Province. 


"About" 400 people were killed, mostly civilians, when fighting resumed between 
government troops and NPA guerrillas since a 60-day truce ended February 8. 


Peace talks aimed at ending the armed conflict had earlier collapsed due to the 
government's insistence to use the newly-ratified Constitution as the framework for any 
settlement. 


MILITARY SAYS CPP ON ‘VERGE OF TOTAL DISARRAY' 


HK311310 Quezon City BUSINESS DAY in English 31 Mar 87 p 20 


[Text] The underground Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) organization was 
reported to be on the verge of total disarray brought about by serious dissension 
within the party hierarchy, military intelligence sources said yesterday. 
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Top party leaders were monitored to be preparing for a high-level meeting in Metro 
Manila to tackle the problem in a plenum set sometime in April, operatives of the 
Intelligence Service of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (ISAFP) said. 


High on the agenda of the plenum include, among other things, the dismantling of the 
front organizations which have failed to meet the interest of the underground movement. 


ISAFP reports indicated that many of the communist front organizations have refused 
lately to participate actively in concerted actions called by the party. 


A ranking intelligence officer said this led the party leadership to become highly 
suspicious of many of its leaders in the front organizations. 


The party hierarchy, the ISAFP officer said, believes that some of its members are 
beginning to be influenced by the Aquino government and have become lukewarm to take 
the cudgels for the underground movement. 


The intelligence officer cited the failure of the recent communist-instigated call for 
a nationwide labor and transport strike which fizzled out. 


The call for a boycott of last year's election was also unsuccessful because many of 
the CPP-NPA front organizations were not receptive to it, the officer said. 


The party leaders also noted serious splits among its front organizations, including 
guerrilla front units in the countryside. 


ISAFP intelligence reports also said plenum will take up possible replacements of some 
of its front organizations leaders that will toe the line of the movement by taking 
more militant actions against the government. 


The military intelligence community, meanwhile, is trying to determine the exact place 
and date of the plenum. 


Expected to attend the meeting are important personalities of the CPP and its military 
arm, the New People's Army (NPA). 


A plenum is called when there are serious matters that need to be discussed thoroughly 
by the party hierarchy. 


Meanwhile, the military has launched its newest unarmed counterforce to fight communist 
infiltration in Metro Manila, said Col. Emiliano Templo, chief of staff of the National 
Capital Region Defense Command (NCRDC). 


He said the newest program is gaining headway. 


A brainchild of Armed Forces Vice-Chief of Staff Lt. Gen. Salvador M. Mison, the "PEACE 
CORPS" an acronym for People's Enlightenment Against Communist Expansion-Committed 
Orderly Responsive Peaceful Society has received favorable response from the public 
since it was launched Feb. 12. 
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PARAMILITARY UNITS TO GUARD METRO MANILA ELECTION 


HK271211 Quezon City BUSINESS DAY in English 27 Mar 87 p 24 


[Text] Metro Manila will be saturated with paramilitary units to guard against 
electoral fraud and violence during the May 11 congressional election, Commission on 
Elections (Comelec) National Capital Region [NCR] director Felix Balalio said yesterday. 


Balalio said forces of the Capital Regional Command (Capcom), PC-INP [Philippine 
Constabulary-integrated National Police], and CMT [Citizen's Military Training] cadets 
will provide security for voters, especially in Makati and Taguig, Rizal, where there 
had been numerous cases of flying voters in previous electoral exercises. 


He declined to state the exact number of troops he will request Capcom commander Brig. 
Gen. Alexander Aguirre to deploy in Metro Manila, but assured that "we will have enough 
force to quell any disorder in the region." 


"We should brace ourselves for the worst, considering that this is a crucial election," 
he said. 


During the February plebiscite, 230 soldiers were deployed in various Makati polling 
centers where terrorism was reported rampant during the snap presidential election last 
year. Among these were Bagkal, Guadalupe Nuevo, Pio del Pilar, and Tejeros. 


Balalio disclosed that the Capcom will provide the Comelec with nine Volvo units to be 
stationed in the five Capcom headquarters and in designated areas of the Comelec. 
Volvo units are vans complete with the most sophisticated communication facilities that 
will allow speedy transmittal of field reports. 


The NCR Comelec director also said task force demolition teams were sent out yesterday 
to tear down and confiscate illegal election paraph*rnalia. These include posters and 
streamers that do not conform to the size allowed by the poll body. 


Meanwhile, commissioner Haydee Yorac yesterday expressed optimism that absentee voting 
will be implemented for the first time during the May election. 


"IT have the assurance from Malacanang that the President is going to approve or draft 
executive order," she said. 


Yorac, who heads the poll committee tasked with formulating a system for absentee 
voting, said the submission of the draft was delayed because her committee had to wait 
for the comments and recommendations of the military. 


She said the military's suggestions were essentially the same as those of her 
committee. The only difference is the time frame. 


Yorac had initially asked the military to submit 45 days before the election a report 
on the deployment of troops on May 11, and the names and number of those who would not 
be in their home precincts. This was to ensure that only those on official assignment 
in other places could be allowed to vote. 
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Military representatives assured Yorac that they could accomplish this 30 days before 
the election. The deadline for applications for absentee voting is on April 25. Votes 
ca be cast a week before May 11. 


Yorac said military men are expected to compose the bulk of absentee voters. Some 
40,000 to 70,000 soldiers and 12,000 CMT cadets deputized by the Comelec would be 
enfranchised in this manner. 


Government employes who, by reason of their official duties, cannot vote in their home 
precincts, would also be allowed to vote absentee. 


Yorac said the Comelec expects only a little over 100,000 absentee voters, although it 
will print some 300,000 special absentee ballots. 


The Comelec will coordinate with the regional unified commanders in the case of the 
soldiers, and with the heads of office of the government employees likely to be 
affected. 


Yorac said she was pleased that the military did not protest over the poll body's 
decision to limit absentee voting to the senatorial race. 


"They are reasonable people and they appreciate the problems the Comelec will encounter 
if absentee ballots will have to be sent to the precincts for canvassing," she said. 


Meanwhile, Comelec chairman Ramon Felipe Jr. stressed that candidates who do not submit 
two copies per precinct of their certificates of candidacy of March 31 may be 
disqualified from the race. 


Candidates for the Senate need at least 200,000 copies for all the precincts 
nationwide; those for the Lower House need to supply only the precincts in the district 
where they are running. 


AQUINO DOES NOT SUPPORT ARMED VIGILANTE GROUPS 


HK311153 Hong Kong AFP in English 1140 GMT 31 Mar 87 


(Text] Manila, March 31 (AFP) -- Philippine President Corazon Aquino does not support 
armed anti-communist vigilante movements and is awaiting official reports on their rise 
before taking action, her spokesman said Tuesday. Press Secretary Teodoro Benigno said 
that in the meantime the Commission on Elections (Comelec) had ordered all unauthorized 
armed groups dismantled during current campaigns for May 11 congressional polls. 


Mrs Aquino had set three conditions for her backing anti-communist groups: They must 
be unarmed, popularly supported, and effective, he said. "This is really a very 
complex, complicated and labyrinthine matter ... the matter is in a state of flux,” he 
told a news conference when pressed about the absence of a clear-cut official policy 
about armed vigilantes. 


The Aquino government has come under criticism for allegedly tolerating armed rightwing 
groups in areas influenced by leftist rebels, particularly Davao City and surrounding 
areas in troubled Mindanao Island. 


During a visit Sunday to Davao, Mrs Aquino endorsed Nakasaka, an unarmed group that 
forms patrols and intelligence networks in villages, but pointedly did not speak about 
Alsa Masa, a movement armed by the local military. 
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Mrs Aquino would announce a government position on vigilantes after receiving reports 
from the Defense and Local Government Departments at the end of April, Mr Benigno said. 


Asked if an order to disband vigilante groups would cause tension between the 
government and the military, he said the gap between them had been “substantially 
narrowed" after coup attempts in late 1986 and January 1987. Comelec, an independent 
state commission that supervises all elections, had directed that “any armed group that 
does not have the authorization of the president is illegal,” he said. 


Mr Benigno declined to name Alsa Masa as one of the armed groups, saying there was as 
yet no official report on the group's activities. Alsa Masa has been accused of 
violating human rights by coercing civilians into joining its struggle and extorting 
money. 


Mr Benigno said Mrs Aquino was "certainly very concerned about human rights" but would 
seek to get all available information before making a final decision. 


He denied reports that the government had declared “open season" on suspected communist 
rebels in Manila, saying that raids Sunday on suspected rebel hideouts were backed by 
search warrants. 


Eight people belonging to the leftwing People's Party were arrested and charged with 
illegal possession of firearms after the raids. Police said they found firearms in 
raids on party campaign offices and members’ houses. 

ENR i LOGIZES FOR ROLE IN MARCOS OUSTER 

HK290753 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE in English 29 Mar 87 pp 1, 3 

(By staff member Vet Vitug] 


[Text] Baguio City -- Juan Ponce Enrile publicly apologized yesterday for the role he 
played in the February 1986 Revolucion which ousted President Marcos. 


in humbling himself, che former defense chief was obviously assauging the wounds of 
many Ilocanos, who have a natural affection for Marcos, and whose five-million strong 
votes he is courting for the May 11 elections. 


Enrile is acknowledged as the front-running Senatorial candidate of the opposition 
Grand Alliance for Democracy (GAD). 


He meekly explained his actions in the February revolt and said Marcos' fate was not 
his (Enrile's) own doing. 


"What happened to Marcos was not my fault; it was the fault of those around him who had 
poisoned his mind," Enrile said. 


Enrile then shed off a hero image conferred upon him for leading a civilian-backed 
military revolt which ended Marcos' 20-year regime. 


"I ask for your understanding and I apologize if I had done something against your 
wishes," Enrile said. 
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He then hastened to add: "It's up to you now if you want to forgive me or punish me." 


The punishment or forgiveness the [locanos may accord Enrile will be reflected in the 
outcome of the May 11 polls. 


Enrile was the epitome of calm and composure as he lengthily explained himself before 
an Ilocano audience in Laoag City, Vigan, and in Bauang, La Union. 


Enrile and his GAD senatorial teammates "invaded" the North the other day on its 
campaign trail. 


The Ilocanos openly demonstrated their affection for Marcos. In Laoag, Enrile and his 
group were welcomed by a brass band playing the New Society martial music "Mabuhay ang 
Pilipino (Long Live the Philippines] ." 


As he prepared to leave the Laoag amphitheater after his speech, Enrile was approached 
by some Ilocanos who asked him to work for the return of Marcos if they win in the 
elections. 


Although Enrile spoke only before a small crowd of 500 in Vigan and about 50 in Bauang, 
La Union, his rallies and press conferences were covered by radio. 


Enrile team bungled its schedule and missed the rally here in Baguio due to the 
extended rallies in Vigan and Bauang. 


Only Enrile and senatorial candidate Homobono Adaza went to this city where only 50 
persons from an original crowd of 1,000 patiently waited for their appearance. 


The team will campaign today in Tarlac, the home province of President Aquino, and 
Pampanga. 


Apology May Affect Senate Bid 
HK300701 Quezon City Sports Radio 738 in English 0600 GMT 30 Mar 87 


(Text] The public apology made by former Defense Minister Juan Ponce Enrile on his 
participation in the ouster of President Marcos would affect his votes in the May 11 
national elections. This was stated today by six senatorial candidates from three 
political parties at the Kapihan sa Manila (Manila Coffeeshop] forum at the Manila 
Hotel. Enrile, who led a civilian-backed military mutiny in February 1986, is himself 
a senatorial aspirant under the Grand Alliance for Democracy [GAD]. In one of his 
campaign sorties in the North, Enrile apologized for taking part in the revolution that 
toppled Marcos from power. Heherson Alvarez, one of the 24 senate bets of the Lakas ng 
Bansa (People's Power] said it is going to affect Enrile's Senate bid because Ilocanos 
who have sympathy for Marcos will dump him. 


Arthur Defensor, another Lakas ng Bansa senatorial candidate, said the apology he made 
would affect his support from non-Ilocanos. But Roy Golez, a GAD senatorial candidate, 
was sympathetic towards Enrile, saying probably the former defense chief was very sorry 
it happened. Golez, however, did not categorically say that Enrile's public apology 
would cut down his number of votes during the elections. 


